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Minutes of the Glapthorn Annual Parish Meeting held at the Village Hall, Main Street on 
Thursday 14 April 2016 at 7.30 pm 
 
Present: Cllr. Liz Wilkinson (Chairman) and 31 members of the public 
 
Also in attendance: Alan Tresadern (Parish Clerk); County Councillor Heather Smith (NCC 
Oundle Ward); and District Councillor Valerie Raven-Hill (ENC Prebendal Ward). 
 
Apologies: Katherine Towns, Angie Morris, Bob Stone, Bob Brewer and Heather Ball. 
 
1. The Chairman welcomed those present and introduced the guests.  

 
2. County Councillor’s report:  

Councillor Heather Smith presented a report on behalf of Northamptonshire County 
Council. 
Headlines from the report - Councillor Smith reiterated the difficulty the County Council 
face with continuing budget constraints, saying finances have been further hit by the on-
going campaign in protest of the planned sale of school land in Oundle. Cllr. Smith said, 
this will have an influence on the school’s budget and may impact on some projects. 
Nonetheless, the building work at Glapthorn School is progressing although discussions 
with the neighbouring landowner, about purchasing some ground for a playing field, has 
reached an impasse.  
 

3. District Councillors report: 
District Councillor Valerie Raven-Hill presented a report on behalf of ENC. 
Headlines from the report: Councillor Raven-Hill outlined her role and some of the duties 
she undertakes as a District Councillor. She also said that plans to bring the North 
Northamptonshire Core Spatial Strategy in line with the national framework will lead to 
Neighbourhood Plans having greater influence on planning matters. 
Brian Scott thanked both Councillors for their reports and their continued support for 
Glapthorn. 
 

4. Police report: 
There was no Police report.  
Jeff Knowles, as Neighbourhood Watch Co-ordinator, said he now receives fewer reports 
of crime. This is more an indicator of less communication rather than less crime. He made 
the audience aware that the Police offer an electronic message distribution service of 
crime reports, and anyone can sign-up.  
Jeff asked who would like to receive up-to-date crime reports from him, and if so by what 
means would they wish to receive them. Some of those present said they wished to 
receive ‘selective’ reports and others suggested paper copies are appropriate as not 
everyone has a computer.  
It was left for individuals to contact Jeff if they wish to receive electronic crime updates. 
Meanwhile, Jeff Knowles agreed to place information on the village notice board and the 
Clerk agreed to post info he receives on the village website www.glapthorn.org.uk and/or 
Facebook Glapthorn Parish Council.   
 

5. The meeting received reports from the following organisations: 
 

5.1. Parish Council 
5.2. Glapthorn Allotment Gardener’s Association  
5.3. Glapthorn School 
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5.4. WI 
5.5. Royal Oak Club 
5.6. Southwick & Glapthorn Show 
5.7. St Leonard’s Church 
5.8. Village Hall 

5.8.1. Queen’s 90th Birthday celebration 
5.8.2. BT Kiosk refurbishment and re-location. 

 
To read the reports in full please visit the village website www.glapthorn.org.uk 

 
6. Neighbourhood Plan (NP): 

The Chairman reminded the meeting that in December it had been agreed to put a 
resolution on tonight’s agenda, that would enable the community to decide whether or not 
it wished to proceed with a Neighbourhood Plan. 
During the debate that followed a number of comments were made by those present, 
including: 

• Not appropriate for Glapthorn 

• Too costly 

• Essential if the village is to stay in line with plans by others for change 

• A NP is contemporary. Not to have one is a concern. 

• NP is a good idea 

• We don’t know enough about the pros and cons 

• We should form a steering group to investigate 

• Better to have one than not 

• Appalled by the cost and timescale 

• Advantage of having our own community up-to-date 

• If we don’t do it someone else will do it for us 

• Let’s have a show of hands 
 

6.1. Following a vote of 26 for, none against and 6 abstentions it was resolved that 
the Parish Council should register an application to designate the whole of the 
Parish of Glapthorn as a Neighbourhood Area for the purposes of preparing a 
Neighbourhood Plan.  

 
6.2. The following people volunteered to take an active part in developing the 

Neighbourhood Plan: Harvey Davenport; Alan Barnish; Malcolm Moss; Patrick 
Mcdonald; Steve Drury; Brian Scott; Philip Hilton; Nick Knowles; Ian Davidson; 
Roy Kerr; Roger Bettley; and David Chapple.  
 

 
7. Any Other Business 

 
There was no further business and the Chairman closed the Meeting at 9.00 pm. 

 
 
 
Signed………………………………………  

  (Chairman)  
Date……………… 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Reports/…… 
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REPORTS 
 

Parish Council 
 
This is the first report of the new council which was formed last May. There was no election 
required, as there were only seven candidates, therefore all were returned unopposed. The 
council met every other month to discuss ‘ordinary’ business and this is a summary of some of 
the issues/topics we dealt with: 
 
SPEEDING - During the monthly public forums, and also outside of the regular meetings, 
members of the public told us of their concerns about speeding traffic in Glapthorn. In response 
we formed a ‘speeding working group’.  
We took steps to re-join the Community Speed watch programme, but unfortunately when it 
came down to seeking volunteers to take part we had very little support from the community.  
A comprehensive report on ‘speeding’ was produced and submitted to the County Council and 
the Police.  
 
PLANNING - The council now meet during alternate months just to discuss planning matters. 
This allows the public an opportunity to address the council. The past year has been quite busy 
for planning applications and the council considered many submissions, including:  a number of 
domestic extensions; the erection of agricultural barns; changes at the school; an area of 
development at Braesby, Southwick Road and a pre-planning notice for a new housing 
development on Southwick Road between Main Street and Leverton.  
 
BT KIOSK – in association with the Village Hall Committee it was resolved to adopt the BT 
telephone kiosk for the sum of £1. Funds are being raised to cover the cost of refurbishment, 
relocation and re-use of the kiosk, which is currently away having a face lift in time for the 
Queen’s Birthday celebration. 
 
QUEENS BIRTHDAY – the Parish Council is supporting an initiative by the Village Hall 
Committee to celebrate the Queen’s 90th Birthday by funding a commemorative mug for each 
child under the age of 16.  
 
GUEST SPEAKERS – the council welcomed Danny Moody - CEO of Northamptonshire County 
Association of Local Councils who spoke about the changes to the way smaller authorities will 
be audited after 31st March 2017. He outlined the background to the decision to scrap the Audit 
Commission and to take 70% of all town and parish councils out of the external audit process. 
He said that under the new scheme it will be the public who act as scrutineers – not a costly 
corporate accountancy firm.  
Mike Burton – ENC Planning Policy Manager gave a presentation on the pros and cons of 
preparing a Neighbourhood Plan (NP) to enable the Parish Council, and the community, to 
assess whether the preparation of such a plan is appropriate for Glapthorn. 
 
NEW DOG LITTER BIN - It was resolved to purchase a dog-litter bin which has been located on 
a post at the rear of the Village Hall.  
 
IT EQUIPMENT – following the new rules on ‘External Audits’ the government made funds 
available to assist councils with developing their websites and for the supply of computers etc.  
Glapthorn was awarded a grant which we used to develop a new website and procure our own 
IT equipment for use by the Clerk. 
 
FINANCE - The budget for the financial year 2016/17, was approved with the precept 
unchanged at £7,800.  The year-end accounts will be available at the Parish Council Annual 
Meeting on 19th May. 
 
COUNCIL VACANCY - It was with reluctance the council accepted the resignation of Cllr. Rob 
McQuade, who has stepped down due to work commitments.  The vacancy will be filled by co-
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option on 12th May so if anyone is interested in joining the Parish Council, please contact the 
Clerk. 
 
FINALLY –  I have found my year as chairman a steep but very enjoyable learning curve 
however sadly because of the untimely death of my business partner and the resulting huge 
increase in my work load I feel I am unable to stand for re-election to the Chair in May although 
I shall remain a Parish Councillor.  I thank my fellow councillors and the Clerk for all their 
support this past year. Please remember, Parish Council meetings are open to you, the public. 
At each meeting we have an ‘open forum, on the agenda and we always welcome your 
comments. 
 
Elizabeth Wilkinson 
Chairman 

************ 
 
Glapthorn Allotments and Gardeners Association 
 
GAGA will greatly miss Wendy Knowles for her enthusiasm, interest and support and her 
wonderful fundraising initiatives.  
We have had some changes in plot holders over the past few months, but we are all hoping for 
a productive year and hope that we can contribute to the village show with items grown on the 
allotment.  
We held a very successful working party in January, when the compost bins were emptied, 
turned and some items shredded. Vegetation unsuitable for composting was removed and signs 
were put onto the bins indicating which ones to use.  
Many bags of salt were distributed and we still have some left for next year!  Many thanks are 
due to Chris Crosby for moving the bags from the verge for us. The farmyard manure bin has 
been topped up with some top quality muck – thank you for this also, Chris. 
 
Heather Ball 
Secretary GAGA 

 
************ 

Glapthorn C.E. Lower School 
 
We became a primary school officially in September, keeping our Year Five children and are 
looking forward to becoming a complete primary school in September 2016 when they become 
Year Sixes.  We currently have a temporary classroom in the playground for our Year Three 
class but as you may have seen, building work is progressing rapidly for a new classroom and 
group room.  This is due for completion in late July 2016 and the temporary classroom will be 
removed during the summer holidays.  The building work includes increased staff parking and 
an additional pedestrian gateway which we hope will enable a drop off system to be introduced 
for our older pupils using the old bus stop, thereby reducing the parking pressure. 
 
We are very grateful to the School House Trustees for their support in encompassing School 
House back into our school buildings, many years after my original predecessor, Martin Palmer, 
lived there!  The building will be used for teaching small groups, for a meeting space and to 
house our before and after school childcare.  The front part of the garden will be used to extend 
the outside space for our Reception children and the remainder will be used to extend our 
playground area.  Our School Council have a lot of plans for it and so we are busy fundraising 
to put into action their exciting ideas!  Building work on the house will begin shortly to bring it in 
line with current building regulations and we hope it will be completed by September 2016.  
With another over-subscribed Reception year expected and the expansion at the top of the 
school, we will be well placed in September to meet the needs of our thriving school community. 
 
Our educational ethos is to make learning interesting, hands on and relevant and our creative 
curriculum approach this year has included a topic on castles, kings and queens for the younger 
children including visits to Warwick and Rockingham castles, learning about William the 
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Conqueror, Henry VIII and of course, Elizabeth II.  The older children went back to the Stone 
Age via Flag Fen, including some time at Forest School to learn about building shelters and 
making fires.  Our Year Three children made a trip to Norfolk with children from Polebrook and 
Easton Garfords Schools for a residential stay that included a trip to see the seals at Blakeney 
Point, visiting Cromer and a day learning how to be a pirate!  Our Year Fours and Fives are 
looking forward to their residential trip to Wye Valley at the end of April with Nassington School 
based on the Alex Rider spy novels!    
 
Our children continue to learn a range of musical instruments with our Year Three pupils having 
free whole class strings tuition in the Autumn Term.  Our Year Four and Five pupils did us proud 
with five of them gaining finalist places in the recent Oundle Festival of Literature Writing 
competition.  This week, once again, our pupils are participating in the Oundle Festival of Music 
and Drama this week and so we hope the experience will build their confidence in public 
performance.   
 
Sports continue nightly after school as well as regularly within the curriculum.  All of our Key 
Stage Two children will be receiving cricket coaching throughout the summer term and all our 
children, except Reception, participate in swimming lessons. We were delighted to be awarded 
the Gold Award for our sports provision in the school as well as other awards including the Y3/4 
Sportshall Athletics 1st place and Netball Values Award for great sportsmanship.   
We revamped our school website earlier this year so do have a look at 
www.glapthornschool.ik.org 
 
Katherine Towns, Head 
April 2016 
 

************ 
WI 
 
It is with great sadness that, as you will know, we have to acknowledge that our wonderful 
President, Wendy, sadly died in January. Wendy was instrumental in saving Glapthorn WI from 
closure and we all miss Wendy’s lively, vital and inspiring leadership of Glapthorn WI:  she is 
greatly missed by us all. 
 
Until our AGM in October, Cherrill (Sands) has agreed to be our Acting President.  We currently 
have 30 members and an excellent committee. 
 
Our aim is to have fun and learn something new at our meetings – to this end we have had 
varied and interesting speakers.  The talks by speakers are followed by a competition and raffle 
and conclude with tea and biscuits combined with laughter. 
 
Our clubs are thriving – the Knit and Natter Group usually meet once a month and are currently 
knitting blankets for the Polebrook Nursing Home residents who are most appreciative of our 
efforts. We are also knitting baby blankets for the Premature Baby Unit at Peterborough 
Hospital as well as Beanie hats for the Samaritan’s Purse Charity.   
 
This year one of our members, with help and support from a villager, prepared a superb Recipe 
Book, titled ‘Preserves Through the Seasons’. The book was beautifully presented and was 
printed for us by Colemans in Oundle. 
 
Last year was the Centenary of the WI: to celebrate we held a wonderful afternoon tea at 
Southwick Hall – the weather was perfect as was the company.   We presented Wendy with a 
gift and a certificate in recognition of her saving Glapthorn WI from closure. We are very grateful 
to Bridget Capron for suggesting that we use Southwick Hall – it was a perfect setting for a 
perfect afternoon. 
 
This year we are planning an Afternoon Tea in the autumn which will be at Wadenhoe House. 
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We have also made a contribution to the fund raising for the defibrillator which is to be fitted in 
the old telephone kiosk and which will be placed outside the village hall. 
 
We will again be supplying the teas on Sunday 1st May for the Open Weekend in Shortwood 
and again hope to supply refreshments to many hungry and thirsty walkers. 
 
To summarise, we have a thriving WI with very supportive members. 
 
Heather Ball 
Treasurer/Joint Secretary 
 

*********** 
 
Royal Oak Club 
 
2015 was a mixed year for The Royal Oak Club. The good news is – we kept going through 
thick and thin and opened every Friday, except for two; and we had some new members join us 
– Steve and Di, Rosie and Greg, Ann and David. The bad news is we had some very low 
attendances which affected our income.   
 
Several summer barbeques were down to single figures or low teens.  Some autumn 
attendances were not much better.  The result is that for a while we did not make enough 
money to pay our rent and on these occasions we had to draw on our reserves.  The position 
was made worse because some beer went off quickly and had to be thrown away causing 
further financial losses. 
 
Fortunately, things have improved.  Late in 2015 attendances began to increase and this 
improvement has continued into 2016.  To minimize wastage, we now use canned beers, and 
have reduced the range of drinks.  Also we decided that it was necessary to increase the cost of 
the main course by £1 from 1 January 2016. 
 
Current attendance levels, and prices, mean we should stay solvent, and hopefully thrive.  I am 
grateful to the committee for the measures they took to turn things around. 
 
Our kitchen volunteers continue to serve up delicious food, using a wide variety of recipes, 
usually for only £5 per head including pudding, although this went up by £1 from the beginning 
of 2016 to strengthen our financial position.  These gastronomic delights are very much 
appreciated by members and guests alike.  With volunteers willing to sign up several months 
ahead, we are continuing with just 3 or 4 flyers per year.   
 
In the summer we held weekly barbecues in July and August which gave our kitchen helpers a 
well-earned rest. The 2016 barbeques will take a different format which hopefully will generate 
greater support.  More details will be issued in a few months’ time. 
 
Committee members (plus Marcus) continue to man the bar on a rota basis so they all have a 
turn, sometimes with additional volunteer assistance.   
 
The committee remained unchanged in 2015.  Everyone continued in their existing roles.  I 
believe some new blood with lots of enthusiasm and fresh ideas would help invigorate the Club.  
Some existing committee members would be willing to stand down to allow this to happen.  
Unfortunately, in spite of some gentle persuasion no-one has been willing to step forward.  
Many of us are members of the original committee that formed the Club in the first place. 
 
we had several events and activities during the year, including Table Tennis, Paella from 
Polebrook, Pub Games, Quizzes, Bring Your Own BBQs, Bingo, Glapthorn Conker 
Championship, Pancake Races, Beer Mat-Flicking Championship, Steak Night and The Annual 
Christmas Dinner. 
 



 

Page 7 of 8 

 

However, by far the most memorable event was the St Valentines Diner/Dance - with a superb 
meal and tuneful music from the Weekenders.  You should see what they said on Facebook 
 
Many thanks to: 
• Royal Oak Club Committee – for their hard work. 
• Glapthorn Village Hall Committee – who we rely upon for our premises. 
• Tina Stone – for cleaning the place. 
• Organisers – who arrange special events. 
• Bar Helpers – for pulling pints. 
• Kitchen Helpers – for cooking and serving lovely food. 
• Our Posties – who deliver the flyers. 
• Those who help set up the tables and Chairs and put them away again 
• Participants – for making it all worthwhile 
 
Your hard work and support is much appreciated.   
 
Bob Brewer 

*********** 
 

Southwick and Glapthorn Village Show 
  
Southwick Village Hall hosted the 2015 show on 4th July and tables were full of produce, 
handicrafts and cookery entries from both villages.  Glapthorn school again took part and the 
children produced some lovely paintings and worked very hard to get their petunias flowering 
profusely. 
The early show date and inclement weather leading up to the shown resulted in fewer produce 
entries.  As a result, the committee has set a later date for the 2016 show, and is hoping for 
good growing weather leading up to the show! 
As always we are extremely grateful for the show judges’ time, expertise and enthusiasm.  We 
would also like to thanks entrants and organisers who help make the show such a success, and 
look forward to seeing everyone at this year’s show in Glapthorn Village Hall on Saturday 14th 
July. 
The Show committee is led by Julie Hyne from Southwick.  Needless to say we welcome new 
members and there is an open invitation to our Annual Meeting which is in Southwick Village 
Hall on 20th September at 7.30 pm. 
 
Brigitte Hilton 
 

************ 
 
St Leonard’s Church  
 
At the Annual Meeting on 14th April Charles Wide, Churchwarden, thanked everyone who was 
involved in the life of the church. 
 
The church continues to hold regular weekly services which are well attended, and also offers 
special services such as Christingle, Choral Evensong and Christmas and Easter celebrations. 
 
The improvements to the church were celebrated at an opening event in June, which gave 
sponsors and friends of the church the opportunity to view the work and learn how the changes 
had made a vast difference to worship and daily life in the church. 
 
A number of fundraising events were held during the year including Shortwood teas in May and 
Strawberry teas in August.  The 100 Club continues to raise much needed funds for the church 
fabric. 
 
The Treasurer, Ian Davidson, reported that total PCC funds at 31 December 2015 amounted to 
£25,393.25.  He reported that finances are in better health than those of a lot of parishes of the 
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same size.  St Leonard’s has a good reserve, a healthy attendance and a committed Church 
Council who work hard to ensure the church serves the local community. 
 
Pauline Davidson 
 
 

************ 
Village Hall 
  
We have had compared to last year a quite year in Village Hall improvements.  
 
Ongoing maintenance has maintained the village hall to a good standard and we will continue to 
do so. We have introduced a monthly cleaner to deep clean on top of Tina Stone weekly clean 
which we believed has improve the overall cleanness of the hall in the hard to get to places. We 
have also undertaken to repay the remaining loan provided to install the solar panels and we 
have already paid off the first £1000 towards this with £2000 outstanding. 
 
Our latest ventures are plans to install a Defibrillator outside the village hall which will be house 
in the old telephone box.  I’m please confirm that the village hall has, through fund raising, 
already raised funds towards this worthy cause. We received £788 from two events - the 
countdown raffle, and the Chairman’s fun night. Also we are very grateful to GAGA for donating 
£75 and the WI for £100. In addition, the District Council awarded us a grant of £1000.  
 
Our future events and activities include the safari supper, installing spots lights over the serving 
hatch; and if we can get outside funds, a new kitchen. Fingers crossed. 
 
Nick Knowles 
 

************ 
 
Queen’s 90th Birthday Celebration 
 
There will be a Queen’s 90th Birthday on the Sunday 12th June. 
The church will be decorated for the occasion and there will be a service that day, time to be 
confirmed. 
There will be a national ring of bells between 12 noon and 2pm on Sunday 12th.   
The Church service ideally at 11am will be followed by the ringing of the bells.   
The Street Party will start at 1pm.  Bring your own picnic & drink.  Main Street will be closed 
outside Village Hall from Church Farm to Oak Cottage, with access from either side.  There are 
plans for street bunting and the old Village Hall tables and chairs will be used for the outside 
event. 
Villagers to also bring their own tables & chairs if possible. Tea coffee & squash will be 
available outside Village Hall with a free self-service.  Nick Knowles has a small marquee which 
can be set up outside the Village Hall if necessary.   
There will be competitions for the children including make your own crown. Adults also 
encouraged to make a crown or hat and wear it for the street party.  Monica & Dorothy will be 
organising a sin-along. 
The Parish Council to arrange Commemorative Mugs for the children who live in the village (up 
to 16 yrs). 
There will be races and games in Sally & Deans paddock. 
During the evening there will be a BBQ of burger & sausages in the paddock along with a 
Pimms Bar.  
 
Monica Crosby 
 

************ 
 


