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Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting held at the Village Hall, Main Street on 
Thursday 15 May 2014 at 7.00 pm 
 
Present: Cllr. Ian Davidson (Chairman) and 15 members of the public 
 
In attendance: Alan Tresadern (Parish Clerk); Heather Smith (County Councillor); 
Jeremy Taylor (District Councillor); PCSO Phil Dobson (Northants Police) 
 
Apologies: Nick Knowles (Village Hall); Wendy Knowles (WI); Keith Alvey 
(Webmaster) and Katherine Towns (Head Teacher Glapthorn School). 
 
1. Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting held on 16 May 2013:  

The minutes of the last Annual Parish Meeting held on 16th May 2013 were 
approved. 

 
2. Annual report of the Parish Council:  

The Chairman presented the annual report from the Parish Council.  
The meeting questioned the proposed location for the new Parish Council notice 
board, with those present unanimously in favour of a site close to the Village 
Hall, rather than by the letter box/church wall 

 
3. County Councillor’s report:  

Councillor Heather Smith presented a report on behalf of Northamptonshire 
County Council. 
Headlines included superfast broadband being installed, possibly by 2015; Tips 
on funding possibilities from Landfill Tax generated from Kings Cliffe waste site; 
and an update on the move from a three tier to a two tier education system in 
Northamptonshire. 
 

4. District Councillors report: 
Councillor Jeremy Taylor presented a report on behalf of East Northamptonshire 
District Council. 
Headlines included the outcome of the recent boundary review where the move 
by Oundle Town Council to take part of the Glapthorn parish was rejected; a 
funding opportunity for a village event; and the merits of having a Neighbourhood 
Plan or Village Design Statement. 
 

5. Police report: 
PCSO Phil Dobson presented a report on behalf of the Northamptonshire Police. 
Headlines included crime figures; use of the mobile CCTV van; the re-launch of 
Speedwatch with encouragement to partner other parishes to help meet the 
criteria; oil tank alarms; and early warning notices through the internet. 

 
6. The meeting received reports from the following organisations: 

6.1. Glapthorn Allotment Gardener’s Association - presented by Heather Ball. 
6.2. Glapthorn School - submitted by Head Teacher Katherine Towns and 

delivered by the meeting Chairman. 
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6.3. WI - presented by Heather Ball on behalf of Wendy Knowles. 
6.4. Neighbourhood Watch - Jeff Knowles. 
6.5. Royal Oak Club - Bob Brewer 
6.6. Southwick & Glapthorn Show – Pauline Davidson 
6.7. St Leonard’s Church – Pauline Davidson 
6.8. Village Hall – Jeff Knowles on behalf of Nick Knowles. 

 
7. Debate on Village Design Statement (or Neighbourhood Plan): 

A Village Design Statement (VDS) sets out to preserve the unique visual 
character of a village and surrounding area and may serve as a tool to make 
sure any new development in the village respects the distinctive visual character 
of the place. Village Design Statements do not detail what type of development 
should take place in a village or where.  
 
There are two alternatives to developing a VDS. One is to do nothing; the second 
is to develop a Neighbourhood Plan (NP). The NP will contain more detailed 
priorities for development in the community than a Village Design Statement. The 
NP carries more weight with planning authorities but is more complex to prepare, 
requires significant resource and is arguably only cost effective for larger towns 
or parishes. 
 
The Chairman said, for any such project to succeed it must be led by a 
neighbourhood forum and not the Parish Council. He stated that from earlier 
presentations and discussions he was satisfied that for Glapthorn a VDS was 
appropriate, but it was now up to the meeting to decide if there is a willingness to 
proceed.  
Questions raised during the subsequent debate included: is there any funding 
available? (Yes, but not much!); is there more detailed information and guidance 
available? (Yes – the Parish Clerk will place a copy of a document or a web link 
on the village web site); what will happen to the VDS when completed (it will be 
submitted to ENC for adoption); would others such as ENC, the Parish Council, 
and say a property developer, take any notice of it (Yes – once adopted). 
The Chairman asked those present to go away, form a group and report back 
during the Public Forum at the Parish Council meeting on 17th July 2014. 
 
 

8. Any Other Business 
There was no other business and the Chairman closed the Meeting at 8.55 pm. 

 
 
 
Signed………………………………………  

   (Chairman)  
 
 
Date……………… 
 
 
 

Reports/…… 
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REPORTS 

Parish Council 

For the second year running the Parish Council has had to contend with the 
unexpected loss of its clerk.  Sue Morrison found she was unable fully to commit 
herself to the position due to family care commitments and had to offer her resignation 
which was accepted with great regret.  In the short time she was with us, Sue had 
shown herself to be charming, competent and willing, and we all wish her well at this 
difficult time.   
 
The 2012 appointments committee of councillors Kerr/Gent/Davidson (supplemented 
by Belcher) was reconvened in May 2014 to appoint a new parish clerk.  Leafleting 
and advertising again produced six applicants (all of them new) of which three were 
invited to interview.  The sub-committee was unanimous in recommending Alan 
Tresadern, a resident of Oundle, be offered the position and he took up his 
appointment on 19 September 2014. 
  
I regret that the traffic problems, in particular along Benefield and Southwick Roads 
are still not satisfactorily resolved.  There has however been a welcome increase in 
police activity (including the purchase of a mobile speed camera) which it is hoped will 
lead to more prosecutions.  My thanks go to Sergeant Hunt and his team for their good 
work.  There has been very little progress on the lifting of HGV restrictions on Mill 
Bridge, Oundle or Cotterstock bridge. 
 
The main external issues of the year have been the creation of the new village at 
Deenethorpe Airfield, the re-opening of the stone quarry at Benefield, and the 
proposal by Oundle Town Council  to take over part of Glapthorn Parish.  Deenethorpe 
village is making very slow progress through a maze of public meetings and 
committees, none of which seem to come to any conclusion other than to convene 
another working group.  My thanks to Cllrs Gill Johnston and Nerissa Belcher for 
representing us here.  The smart money says Deenethorpe village will be built one day 
but not for several years.  Benefield quarry has been given the go ahead but there is 
no date fixed for its reopening.  The Oundle proposal in both its original and revised 
formats was soundly rejected by ENC, but may well be resurrected in the future.  My 
thanks to Cllr Maureen Gent for her support at ENC council meetings. 
 
The upkeep of the village should be a priority for the parish council and Councillor Dick 
Smith, the parish clerk and I have spent some time identifying areas needing 
maintenance and improvement.  In this we have been assisted by Northants Highways 
(Sarah Barnwell) and several problems have been attended to (the entrance gates by 
the school, blocked drains) and several more are in the agency work programme.  
Progress is slow and performance by the maintenance teams patchy, which is 
frustrating.   
  
The parish precept for 2013/14 was unchanged at £7,800. A shortfall in the financial 
reserves was identified by the parish auditors two years ago and these have therefore 
been built back up, to allow for the possibilities of an outstanding final payment on the 
2004 drainage improvement scheme  (never claimed), mandatory replacement of the 
street lights and the provision of a salary for a replacement clerk. There are now 
adequate reserves to cover all these items. The repayment of the main drainage loan 
has three more years to run and will be paid off in 2016/17. This accounts for around 
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50% of the current parish expenditure so we can look forward to a significant reduction 
in the precept in 2017/18. 
 
The parish clerk has almost completed a review/redrafting of all statutory council 
documents including insurance policies, the fixed asset register, standing orders, new 
financial regulations, new complaints procedures, and new equal opportunities and 
diversity policies, to bring them up to date.  These will be put to this evening’s parish 
council meeting for adoption.  The remaining documents are work in progress and due 
to be completed in the next months.   
 
The parish council currently shares a notice board with the village hall and I am 
grateful to the hall committee for agreeing to this.  However  we are increasingly 
monopolising the village board. The proposal therefore is that the parish council has 
its own dedicated board – to be placed by the letter box in front of the churchyard wall 
– and good progress is being made on permissions and funding for this.  There will 
also be a section of the community area in the refurbished church for the parish 
council to display its wares and provide information on local activities and matters of 
public interest.  Work is also in hand for a new brighter dedicated web site.   I hope 
this will all be in place before the end of this calendar year. 
 
It remains for me to thank all of you, in particular those who have volunteered your 
services to the village, whether through neighbourhood watch, litter patrol, leaflet 
drops, web site upkeep, traffic watch, and also my colleagues and in particular our 
new parish clerk - who has worked like a Trojan since his appointment to bring us up 
to speed - for the support you have given the Parish Council over the past year.   
 
Ian Davidson 
 

************ 
 
Glapthorn Allotments and Gardeners Association 
 
We  have had a very successful year on the allotments despite the wet late 
Spring/Early Summer.   
 
All the plots are taken with a wide variety of produce being grown. 
 
The hedging around the perimeter has been cut back and dead-hedged by two 
families - a massive task but one which lets more light into the southernmost plots and 
one which we hope will deter any deer from jumping the hedges and coming into the 
allotments. 
 
The grass is growing well and is being cut by a team of volunteers using a lawn mower 
kindly donated, on permanent loan, by a plotholder. 
 
We hired in a rotavator in the Autumn and the donated Little Tiller has been well used. 
 
We have several compost bins on site built by plotholders for plotholders to use for the 
disposal of surplus growth as well as a compound for manure (supplied by a local 
farmer) and a bin for storing wood chippings. 
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Tables and Chairs are on site, again donated, for weary gardeners to use and 
Glapthorn School has provided two large tables and benches for the children to use. 
 
We have held several fund raising events – a very cold barbecue last summer and a 
Pop Up High Street Event as well as a Coffee Morning combined with a Second Hand 
Bookstall.  All of these events were well attended. We have received a generous 
donation from The Royal Oak Committee for which we are grateful. 
 
GAGA has provided two cups for the Village Show and we hope that this year there 
will be several entries from GAGA. 
 
The water harvested from the roof of the communal shed has been used meaning that 
our water bill for the year was low. 
 
We have some money in hand in case we need to erect deer proof metal fencing – a 
very expensive item - and we are debating the purchase of a rotavator. Our accounts 
have been professionally audited and our Annual General Meeting in November 2013 
was well attended by supportive members. 
 
In summary, GAGA is proving to be a great success with plotholders working well 
together. 
 
Thank you. 
 

************ 

Glapthorn C.E. Lower School 
 
Glapthorn C.E. Lower School has had a challenging year after the Head, Mark 
Ratchford, was seconded part time to work as Head Teacher at Castor C. of E. 
Primary School near Peterborough, beginning January 2013.  Mark then successfully 
applied for the Headship, beginning officially in April 2013 but he continued in a part 
time Headship role at Glapthorn until July.   
 
During this period, the Governors worked extremely hard to recruit a replacement.  
After two rounds of adverts and one round of interviews but no appointment, Mrs Jan 
Tate, a Y3/4 teacher at the school with significant previous experience as an Assistant 
Head and Local Authority Literacy Consultant took on the Interim Headship at the 
school for the Autumn term.  After a further round of adverts that took a more flexible 
approach to the role, Mrs Katherine Towns was appointed, beginning January 2014.   
 
As many people know, Katherine was previously Head at the school from 2003-2008, 
taking over from Martin Palmer and since leaving Glapthorn, had been working as a 
School Improvement Officer for Rutland County Council.  Katherine is on site three 
days a week, usually Monday to Wednesday, but has full time accountability for the 
school.  Mrs Lou Coulthard has been appointed as Associate Head and is in charge 
when Katherine is not in school.  The arrangement is innovative and so far is proving 
extremely successful.  It has enabled the school to appoint an experienced Head with 
long-standing commitments to the school whilst also building the Leadership Team 
and capacity of the school which is usually a significant challenge in a small, village 
school.   
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Throughout this last year, the staff have worked very hard to continue to provide high 
quality education and care and the school continues to have good numbers with 68 on 
roll and is, once again, over subscribed for September 2014.  
 
The school over the last year has been as busy as ever with sports events, trips, 
visitors and exciting curriculum events, including winning both the cluster and Corby 
rugby festivals in March!  The school website has been updated so please have a look 
at what we have been up to at www.glapthornschool.ik.org 
 
Katherine Towns 
 
 

************ 
 

Neighbourhood Watch  
 
Neighbourhood Watch is a national organisation that provides liaison between the 
local community and the county police force.  It collects information that is applicable 
to our village community and passes this information onto the village via the 
community web site www.glapthorn.org.uk  
 
The information is gathered by attending regular meetings.  In addition I receive 
frequent communications from the county force advising of various trends in crime and 
seeking the help of the community in looking for “intelligence”.  It is then passed to 
Keith Alvey who inserts it into the web site.    
 
Whilst our community is relatively crime free compared to many parts of the country 
nevertheless we do suffer from crime and this can have an effect on our feeling safe 
within our community.  The principal levels of crime are the theft of catalytic converters 
and oil and as we experienced last Christmas we also can have a spate of burglaries 
from both houses and sheds which can be very upsetting for the community.   
 
In addition one of the most dangerous factors of living in a rural community is 
speeding and this is prevalent everyday all day.  No roads are unaffected and within 
our community where there are a lot of children this is especially life threatening.  For 
example, outside the school approximately 1000 vehicles pass the school every day 
and the great majority of these vehicles are travelling in excess of 30mph.  These 
figures are supported by official data.   
 
A factor that is available for the community is that anybody who is interested can 
receive notifications directly from the county police force and these can be sent to their 
email addresses and I personally wish more people would sign up for this service.  If 
further information is required please contact me.  At present there is only one person 
in the village who receives this information. 
 
If anybody has a crime issue or suspicions we encourage them to dial 101 or 999 to 
report the crime.  If any additional information is required please contact me 
jeffknowles@enigmasecurity.co.uk or call me on 01832 272215. 
 
Jeff Knowles   
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Royal Oak Club 
 
2013 was another good year for The Royal Oak Club.  It opened on most Fridays 
during the past year, only missing two. 
  
Attendances throughout the year were generally in the 20’s or 30’s each week, with 
some notable peaks above this on certain occasions – reaching the 60s. 
 
 
Our kitchen volunteers continue to serve up delicious food, using recipes from the 
world over, all at incredibly reasonable prices (usually £5 per head including pudding).  
These gastronomic delights are very much appreciated by members and guests alike.  
With volunteers willing to sign up to help several months ahead we are continuing with 
just 3 or 4 flyers per year.   
 
In the summer we held weekly barbecues in July and August which gave our kitchen 
helpers a well earned rest.  
 
Committee members continue to man the bar on a roster basis so they all have a turn, 
sometimes with additional volunteer help.  Some new drinks have been introduced 
and have proven to be popular. Prices have been maintained wherever possible, 
although some increases will be necessary soon.   
 
Phillip Laws left the Committee when he and Yvonne moved away.  We are very 
grateful to him for looking after our finances over the years.   
 
Angie Morris and Allen Brown have joined the committee with Allen becoming 
treasurer when Philip moved away.   
 
We had some special events during the year, which apart from gastronomic events 
included: 
 
 Table Tennis Evening 
 Pub Games  
 Quizzes  
 Pancake Racing 
 Beetle Drive 
 Bingo 
 Glapthorn Conker Championship 
 Halloween Evening 
 Beer Mat-Flicking Championship 
 Beaujolais Noveau Evening 
 
However by far the most popular, boozy, raucous, and entertaining event was the 
Bavarian Oompah Night to mark The Royal Oak Club having being in existence for 10 
years. It was a brilliant evening and I would like to thank Alison for coming up with the 
idea and to everyone who made it happen.  How can we follow that when we next 
want a special occasion? 
 
This programme has meant that many of us have been incredibly busy.  It has also 
meant there have been opportunities to generate extra income.  To share the benefit 
of the surplus funds we had generated, and to mark our 10 years in existence, over 
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£4000 was distributed to good village causes (Jo and Marcus=£1570, new 
cooker=£528, new cooker hood=£800, redecoration of the village hall kitchen £304, 
and £1000 shared between PCC, GAGA, GVHC, Village Show, and FOGS = £200 
each. (Supporting these is part of our constitution), 
 
 
Finally I record my personal thanks to: 
Royal Oak Club Committee – for their hard work. 
Glapthorn Village Hall Committee – who we rely upon for our premises. 
Tina Stone – for keeping the place nice and clean. 
Mike Newton – for examining the accounts . . . and for barbecuing . . . and for helping 
out 
Organisers – who arrange special events. 
Bar Helpers – for pulling pints. 
Kitchen Helpers – for cooking and serving lovely food. 
Our Posties - who deliver the flyers = Ian, Mike, Chris, Monica and Angie 
Those who help set up the tables and Chairs and put them away again 
Dean and Bob for installing the new equipment in the kitchen 
And lastly but not least, you the participants – making it all worthwhile. 
 
Bob Brewer  
Chairman 
 
 

*********** 
 

Southwick and Glapthorn Village Show 
  
The village show continues to go from strength to strength.  In 2013 the 50th Show 
was held in Southwick village hall on Saturday the 6th July.   
  
Preparations for the show went according to plan and at 8:00am the doors opened 
and the exhibits started to arrive.  It was nice to see new entrants from Southwick and 
Glapthorn and also a good balance of cups won by people in both villages. 
  
For the first time Glapthorn allotment holders were invited to enter produce for the 
show.   GAGA donated two new cups:  the GAGA Senior cup and the GAGA Junior 
cup for the most points gained from the allotment entries. 
  
The 51st village show will be held in Glapthorn on Saturday 19th July 2014.  Prizes will 
be presented by Katherine Towns, Headteacher of Glapthorn School. 
  
We look forward to the next 50 years! 
  
Pauline Davidson 
for the Show Committee 
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St Leonard’s Church  
 
 ‘Change’ was a feature of church life in Glapthorn during 2013; we welcomed a new 
curate, Lynda Davies and said goodbye to Richard Ormston. We were also pleased to 
welcome, once again, Katherine Towns as headteacher of Glapthorn’s thriving school.   
Work started on the church improvements which will change and diversify its use, 
making it more welcoming and inclusive.  This simple country church, parts of which 
date from the mid 12th C, will soon have a lavatory, a kitchen servery and a 
community area, providing the facilities to make this a church for the future. 
We are very fortunate to have a faithful congregation that comes regularly, whatever 
the weather, to our weekly morning service, and we thank them most warmly for their 
support.  We have a lively family service on the first Sunday of each month, in which 
children from the village and the school take part.   
Holy Communion and Morning Prayer services provide the traditional forms of worship 
which are valued by many.  Special services during the year included the Carol 
Service, Christingle, Harvest Festival and Choral Evensong. Attendance on a Sunday 
averages around 27 people, which is one of the highest in the Diocese. 
Our sincere thanks to everyone who has led and organised our services and to all who 
take part, including organists, readers and sidesmen.   We cannot mention organists 
without remembering Geoff Gent with great affection, whose 50 years of service to the 
church have been commemorated on a plaque near the organ.   
At the end of the year Charles Wide started work on a dedicated Church website 
which is now up and running – please take time to have a look at it and give us your 
feedback.  The address is:  www.glapthornchurch.org.uk 
Visitors often note that the church and churchyard are both attractive and well 
maintained, as well as thanking us for keeping the building open during daylight hours. 
This can only be achieved by everyone who helps us keep the building and 
churchyard in such a good state.  We give our sincere thanks to people who, clean the 
church, arrange flowers, organise rotas, open and close the church, repair the 
electrics, mow the grass, carry out maintenance and the many other tasks needed to 
maintain an ancient building. 
We are extremely grateful to everyone who makes regular donations to church funds; 
this forms a sound base for our finances.  Thank you also to all who supported our 
many fundraising events during the year and to the social committee and friends who 
organised them.   
It was never our intention to burden the village with raising the £50,000 or so needed 
for the church improvements so we were delighted to be able to secure the money 
from a number of external organisations.  We thank them all. 
The Vicar and Churchwardens are trustees of both the School House Trust, for the 
benefit of the school, and the Church Land Trust, for the benefit of the church fabric.  
Once again, the School House Trust bought bibles for school leavers. 
We are pleased that the Church land is now used for allotments, and thank the 
organising committee and allotmenteers for improving and maintaining the site.   We 
are extremely grateful for the rental income paid to the Trust which is used to benefit 
the Church. 
Finally, we are delighted with the recent news that Stephen has been appointed as our 
vicar, and look forward to working with him over the coming years.   
   
Pauline Davidson 
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Village Hall 
  
The Village Hall has gone from strength to strength and we have a number of potential 
large projects being considered by the Village Hall Committee such as Village Hall 
kitchen renovation, solar panels on the roof to name two and a number of up and 
coming social events such as “Safari Supper” and a “Countdown” style fund raiser 
evening.  The Royal Oak who uses the Village Hall on a Friday is still going strong and 
we welcome them as well as many other people who use the Hall on a regular basis 
and long may this continue. 
 I would like to thank the Committee for standing again for the forthcoming year and I 
am sure working together as a team we will be as equally successful as we have been 
so far. 
 
Nick Knowles 
Chairman 


