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Glapthorn parish CounCilGlapthorn parish CounCilGlapthorn parish CounCilGlapthorn parish CounCil    
Parish Clerk: Alan Tresadern 30 Lytham Park, Oundle PE8 4FB 

Telephone: 01832 275281            Email: parish.clerk@glapthorn.org.uk 
___________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Minutes of an Ordinary Parish Council Meeting held at the Village Hall, Main Street on Thursday 
17 November 2016 at 7.30 pm 
 
Present: Cllr. Malcolm Moss (Chairman); Cllr. Roy Kerr; Cllr. Bob Stone and Cllr. Nerissa Belcher. 
 
In attendance: Alan Tresadern (Clerk) and two members of the public. 
 
1. Public forum 

Mr David Chapple reported concerns about the height of a neighbours leylandii tree, which is 
overhanging his property. Mr Chapple said he has tried to open negotiations with the landowner 
about his concerns, but without success. The Clerk confirmed he is aware of the dispute and has 
written to the landowner, Mr Powers, and paid him a visit; both without a resolution. Furthermore, 
the Clerk said that ENC has been able to assist, advising that the situation is a civil matter. 
The Chairman directed the Clerk to write to the landowner once again and also to reopen 
discussions with ENC. 
Mr Brian Scott said, as the drainage loan is to be repaid this year, he is dismayed to find a 
proposal in next year’s budget which instead of reducing the precept, increases it. 
Mr Scott said he didn’t wish to see Glapthorn become a manicured mini-suburbia and was not in 
favour of any expenditure on grass maintenance. Furthermore, he made a case for not replacing 
the street lights, saying they do nothing to help drivers, whereas pedestrians are advised to carry 
a torch anyway, and most properties have security lights. Brian Scott suggested that when the 
street lights fail they should be stripped out, not replaced, thereby reducing the budget further. In 
conclusion, he reiterated his earlier point by asking the Parish Council not to increase the Precept 
but to try and reduce it to no more than £5,000. 
 

2. Report from Northamptonshire Police: 
Nothing to report. 
 

3. Report from County Councillor: 
Nothing to report. 
 

4. Report from District Councillor:  
Nothing to report. 
 

5. Apologies:  
Parish Councillor Liz Wilkinson, was unable to attend due to other commitments and her apology 
was received and accepted. County Councillor Heather Smith (NCC Oundle Ward) and District 
Councillor Valerie Raven-Hill (Prebendal Ward) were unable to attend due to other commitments. 
 

6. Declaration of interest:  
None. 
 

7. Minutes of the previous Ordinary Parish Council meeting: 
The minutes of the Ordinary Parish Council meeting held on 15th September 2016 were approved 
and signed as a correct record. 
 
7.1. Matters arising: There were no matters arising from the minutes. 
 

8. Code of Conduct:  
It was resolved that the Code of Conduct, as circulated to all councillors prior to the meeting, be 
re-adopted without change. Proposed by Cllr. Nerissa Belcher, seconded by Cllr. Bob Stone. 
 

9. Social Media Policy:  
It was resolved that the Social Media Policy, as circulated to all councillors prior to the meeting, 
be re-adopted without change. Proposed by Cllr. Roy Kerr, seconded by Cllr. Nerissa Belcher. 
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10. Communications Policy:  

It was resolved that the Communications Policy, as circulated to all councillors prior to the 
meeting, be re-adopted without change. Proposed by Cllr. Bob Stone, seconded by Cllr. Nerissa 
Belcher. 
 

11. Vacancy for a Parish Councillor: 
It was noted that Cllr. Angie Morris tendered her resignation on 21st October 2016. The Clerk 
advised that having given notice of the vacancy pursuant to Section 87(2) of the Local 
Government Act 1972 there has been no request from local electors requesting an election. 
Therefore, the Parish Council are empowered to fill the vacancy by co-option. The vacancy has 
been advertised and the Parish Council will meet on 15th December to consider any nominations. 

 
12. Report from the Glapthorn Neighbourhood Planning Group (GNPG). 

Cllr. Malcolm Moss presented a report on the activity of the GNPG, in which he explained how 
the group has been successful in its claim for a grant; and how the group has resolved to make 
public all its activities in the production of the Neighbourhood Plan. Furthermore, Cllr. Moss said 
the final outcome of the initial village consultation was 85 responses, giving a 75% participation 
rate. He also announced that specific letters will soon go out to known landowners and 
developers inviting submissions for housing development. Also, a new questionnaire would soon 
be going out to all residents of the parish which would provide the evidence for the plan 
submission. At a recent joint meeting with representatives of Oundle Town Council and East 
Northamptonshire Council, discussions were about potential applications for development on 
land along the Glapthorn/Oundle border. The full report may be read on the village website. 
 

13. Maps for GNPG: 
It was resolved to purchase a number of large-scale maps for use by the Neighbourhood 
Planning Group at a cost of £26.00, deductible from the Neighbour Planning grant. 
Proposed by Cllr. Roy Kerr, seconded by Cllr. Nerissa Belcher. 
 

14. Report from the Flood Warden: 
Cllr. Malcolm Moss told the meeting that Glapthorn Parish Council has successfully applied to be 
part of the Pathfinder II Flooding Resilience Project, run by Northamptonshire County Council. 
The project aims to assist community-led improvements in resilience and preparedness for 
communities who are at risk of surface water flooding. 
A flood survey of Glapthorn will be undertaken by civil engineers during the early part of 2017. 
The full report from the Flood Warden may be read on the village website. 
 

15. Planning matters: 
15.1. The minutes of the Planning Meeting, held on the 20th October 2016 were approved 

and signed as a correct record. 
 

15.2. There were no matters arising from the minutes. 
 

15.3. The council considered the following new planning application: 
 

15.3.1. 16/02055/VAR - Approved plans, pursuant to Application 15/02079/FUL 
Erection of five dwellings etc. Braesby Southwick Road. 
It was noted that the approved drawings differ to the original site plans, 
particularly the layout of garages. There was no plan for plot 5 submitted 
for approval. 
 

15.4. Decisions have been reached on Previous Planning Applications, as follows: 
 

15.4.1. 13/00395/FUL - Variation of conditions on previously approved application 
Melton Cottage, Main Street – Permission granted. 

 
16. Diversion of Footpaths: 

It was resolved that the Parish Council (PC) will be a single point of contact for the application to 
divert rights-of-way MZ5 and MZ7. The estimated cost is £5,000 for which the PC will invoice the 
three landowners equally. Thereafter, provided there is a contract in place between the 
landowners and the Parish Council, which transfers all responsibilities to the landowners, and the 
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council is in receipt of cleared funds, the council will be the single point of payment too.  
Proposed by Cllr. Bob Stone, seconded by Cllr. Nerissa Belcher. 
 

17. Grass Maintenance: 
The members considered transferring the responsibility for grass verge maintenance from 
Northamptonshire County Council (NCC) to East Northamptonshire Council (ENC) at an 
estimated net cost of £1,500 a year. The first draft of the budget provides for this expense 
through a rise in the precept (Council Tax). This item was therefore deferred for discussion in 
conjunction with Item 20.1 below. 
 

18. General report from the Clerk: 
The Clerk’s report, which had previously been circulated, was noted.   

 
19. Correspondence: 

The Clerk summarised recent correspondence.  
 

20. Finance: 
20.1. The members considered the draft budget for the financial year 2017-18 and in 

particular the cost of taking on a higher level of grass maintenance as well as 
simultaneously building a reserve to pay for a future street-lighting upgrade. 
Members were unanimous in their views, agreeing the street lights are very important to 
the parish, as is a desire for improved grass-verge care; especially at the entrances to 
the village. 
It was agreed to defer a decision on the budget until the Clerk has been able to work up 
a more detailed grass maintenance proposal and the opinions of the community are 
known. 
It was resolved to write a letter to each household, seeking a view on whether the 
precept should be raised immediately, delayed a year or not raised at all. 
The council will reconvene on 15th December to finalise the 2017-18 budget. 
 

20.2. The financial position as at 31st October 2016 was reported as: 
 

    Opening balance (as at 1st Sep)  £11,313.36 
    Receipts during period                          £ 9,527.00 
    Payments during period                        £ 1,146.27      
    Balance as per Cash Book                   £19,694.09 

 
20.3.  The bank reconciliation as at 31st October 2016 was: 

    Balance per bank statement    £ 19,694.09   
    Less un-presented cheques    £          0.00 
    Net balance                    £ 19,694.09 

 
20.4. The performance of the accounts against the budget was noted. At 31st October the 

Clerk forecasts an overspend of £330.15 this being due to the unplanned spend on the 
Queen’s 90th Birthday mugs that were presented to all under 16-year-old in the village. 

 
20.5. The following receipts and payments were approved: 

 
Receipts: 

 

Date Payer Details Amount 

23 Sep ENC Precept Part 2 3,900.00 

19 Oct Groundwork UK Grant for Neighbourhood Plan 5,497.00 

25 Oct Lewin Assisting PCC to clear a cheque made payable to PC. 130.00 
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Payments: 
 

Date Cheque 
OTR/SO/DD 

Payee Details Amount £ 

1 Sep SO Country Life NVN delivery 23.84 

12 Sep OTR Colemans Stationery 60.83 

12 Sep OTR E.on Maintenance of street lights Jul - Sep 43.56 

30 Sep SO AP Tresadern Clerk's salary July to September 483.62 

1 Oct SO Country Life NVN delivery 23.84 

7 Oct 557 AP Tresadern Clerk's expenses July to September 67.11 

7 Oct OTR HMRC Tax on Clerk's salary 120.80 

10 Oct OTR Colemans Stationery 1.75 

11 Oct SO E.on Energy charges for street lights Jul - Sep 190.92 

31 Oct OTR PCC Repayment of money received by cheque  130.00 

 
 

21. Community Speed Watch: 
Northamptonshire Police have extended an invitation for Glapthorn to join the Community Speed 
Watch programme in 2017. It was resolved to advertise this matter through the village newsletter 
and parish website, to seek persons interested in becoming involved with the scheme. 
 

22. Matters for future consideration. (AOB): 
None. 
 

23. Dates for forthcoming meetings: 
23.1. Extra-Ordinary PC Meeting including Planning 15th December 2016 
23.2. Ordinary PC Meeting 19th January 2017 

Both meetings to be held in the Village Hall at 7.30pm. 
 

24. Closure 
There being no further business the Chairman closed the Meeting at 20.45. 

 
 
 
 
Signed………………………………………   (Chairman)     Date………………  
 
NB: Copies of full reports are available on the village website, www.glapthorn.org.uk, or from the 
Clerk, by arrangement. 
  
 


