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GLAPTHORN PARISH COUNCIL 

20th June 2019 

Windy Spire Pocket Park – Glapthorn 
 

The Site Location 

 

The Parish Council has agreed the tenure of a space at the heart of Glapthorn village, owned by Spire 

Homes, now known as Windy Spire. This is an open space of approximately half an acre (0.2 hectares). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Although at the centre of the village, the land is 

not suitable for housing and is excluded from the 

Neighbourhood Plan’s designated settlement 

boundary. It is however ideally located as a 

community resource. The “field” has remained 

unused for many years being surplus to 

requirements after the social housing on 

Brookside was completed. Although previously 

maintained through occasional grass cutting by 

Spire Homes, the field serves no practical, 

economic or community purpose and is a sadly 

neglected area at the heart of the village.   

 

The Proposal 

To develop the site into an area of managed native species planting, with gated access, a pathway, 

wooden benches, nesting boxes and an interpretation sign. 

When completed the site will: 

a) provide an area of calm relaxation and reflection for all our residents. 

b) offer accessibility to our resident wheelchair, mobility scooter and buggy users. 

c) offer the potential for increased biodiversity. 

d) provide an ecology–based learning facility for use by local schoolchildren. 

e) create an attractive, yet natural link between the communities of upper and lower Glapthorn, 

complementing the Local Green Space, directly opposite on the north side of the highway. 

 

Planning Status 

The planning position has been clarified with East Northamptonshire Council. An application for 

change of use has submitted as the current status is “not known” for planning purposes. The works 

required will amount to 'Permitted Development' under Schedule 2, Part 12 of the Town and Country 

Planning Order (2015) (as amended) and planning permission will not be required from the Local 



Page 2  of  5 

Planning Authority (subject to change of use permission) as the Parish Council has the requisite 

authority.  

 

Flood Risk 

Most of the area proposed for the Pocket Park lies within the Environment Agency’s designation of 

Flood Risk 3. However, the Pocket Park will not have any impact upon the Flood Risk. There are no 

buildings or other works proposed which will affect surface water drainage from the site. 

The brook to the west side of the site carries considerable amount of water at times of heavy rain. This 

brook will be protected by an embankment (already in place from recent flood safety works) and from 

the programmed planting along that embankment. The field itself has in the past been a catchment area 

at times of extreme weather although it has not flooded in recent years because of the flood safety 

measures elsewhere. However, it can still serve this function at times of extreme weather conditions and 

thus maintain its safety role preventing downstream flooding when necessary. The Pocket Park can be 

locked should such a need arise and is designed with such circumstances in mind. 

 

Planning Policy Context 

The Pocket Park relates clearly to national and local planning policy; for example, paragraph 5.5 of the 

East Northamptonshire Draft Local Plan Part 2 on green infrastructure states 

 

5.5 The NPPF describes Green Infrastructure as “a network of multi-functional green space, 

urban and rural, which is capable of delivering a wide range of environmental and quality of 

life benefits for local communities”. The Joint Core Strategy…. also provides clear direction as 

to the role and function of GI to “enhance and respect local character and enhance biodiversity” 

(Outcome 3). This seeks effective delivery through “an integrated approach to biodiversity and 

a net gain in Green Infrastructure….”.  

 

5.7 Whilst specific GI routes are identified within the Joint Core Strategy, it is recognised that 

there is scope to identify local site-specific proposals or linear connections in this Plan. 

 

Chapter 8 of the Glapthorn Neighbourhood Plan sets out objectives and policies with regard to 

Landscape Character within the Parish. Objectives 6, 7 and 8 are particularly pertinent, namely 
 

Objective 6 – to protect local green spaces and habitats. 
 

Objective 7 – to preserve important rural views, streetscapes and landscapes and also protect 

the village from inappropriate development in proximity to listed or other important buildings 

and valued natural features. 
 

Objective 8 – to ensure the rural character of the Parish is retained. 
 

The Pocket Park will make a significant contribution to all of these Objectives whilst also 

complementing Policy 9 which designates the area opposite as a Local Green Space. 
 

Site Plans 
The intended layout of the Pocket Park is shown on the site plan below. This shows the intended 

pedestrian access from the highway (Main Street). Pedestrian access will be provided by a “kissing 

gate” giving ease of access to wheelchair, mobility scooter and buggy / pram users of the Park and will 

accord with BS5709:2006. The existing metal field gate will be replaced with a wooden gate to be used 

only for machinery access for grounds maintenance and will be padlocked at all other times. 
 

Public Consultation 
Immediate neighbours have been consulted on the proposal and the site plan and have indicated their 

support for the proposal. An exhibition has been arranged in the Village Hall on Sunday afternoon 7th 
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July. All village residents will be invited by flyer and other publicity. Attendees will have the 

opportunity to inspect the detailed proposals, question members of the Windy Spire Committee and 

leave their comments. 
 

Funding 
A bid has been made, as agreed at the last meeting of the Parish Council, to the East Northamptonshire 

Community Facilities Fund for £10,000. Quotations for the works and the trees and plants are being 

collated and the Windy Spire Committee is confident that the main elements of the scheme can be 

provided for £10000. The proposed budgets for the various elements of the scheme are attached. Further 

grant bids and other fund raising may be pursued in the future. 
 

Timeline 

Appended is the indicative timeline for implementing the scheme. 

 

Windy Spire Site Plan  
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Recommendation 
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It is recommended that the Parish Council  
• endorses the scheme as set out above and, subject to (i) suitable award of grant from the CFF 

bid, (ii) granting of change of use planning permission by ENC and (iii) supportive feedback 

from the public consultations on 7th July, the Council approves the proposed works as 'Permitted 

Development' under Schedule 2, Part 12 of the Town and Country Planning Order (2015) (as 

amended). 
• authorises the Windy Spire Committee to commit expenditure within the total amount of grant 

awarded from the Communities Facilities Fund (all payments and receipts will be managed and 

accounted for through the Parish Council’s bank account). 
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Appendix 

 

Timeline for Scheme 

Agreement with Spire Homes re occupation and management of land January 2019 

Establishment of Windy Spire Management Committee by Parish Council March 2019 

Signed agreement with Spire Homes May 2019 

Obtain estimates of costs April / May 2019 

Produce current draft proposal and layout May 2019 

Obtain preliminary planning advice from LPA (ENC) May 2019 

Agreement from Parish Council to seek change of use planning permission  May 2019 

Successful application to Woodland Trust for free hedging / trees May 2019 

Consultations and discussions with immediate neighbours to pocket park 3rd June 2019 

Submission of application to ENC CFF  5th June 2019 

Submit detailed proposal for consideration by Parish Council 20th June 2019 

Exhibit proposal in Village Hall for comment and consideration by all Glapthorn residents 7th July 2019 

Consider issues raised at exhibition July 2019 

Parish Council considers detailed proposals and resolves Deemed Planning Consent 18th July 2019 

Notification of outcome of bid for CFF funding Mid July 2019 

Evaluate and select from quotations for Fencing, Path and Paving Early August 2019 

Undertake hard landscaping works By end Sept 2019 

Acquire / take delivery of trees and hedging By late Oct 2019 

Planting of trees, hedging and plants – work to be done by volunteers Oct / Nov 2019 

Acquire and install furniture (seats, display board, bins, bird boxes etc.) Nov 2019 

 

Budget for Scheme 

1. Boundary Fencing and Gates (Supply and install) 
Mobility Kissing gate (for disabled access to BS5709:2006) 
Field Gate for machinery access) 
Fencing to front of site morticed post and rail 15 metres 
Boundary fencing regular post and rail 60 metres 

 

2.  Path and Seating Area 
Pathway and seating area (surfaced with stabilized cut stone and gravel) 2metres wide 

for wheelchair and buggy use. 
Small paved area for seating 

 

3. Planting – Purchase of trees, native hedging and plants 
 

4. Benches – five 
 

5. Litter bin, dog bin and display board 

 

 £10,000 

 


