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Non-technical Summary
This preliminary ecological appraisal report has been prepared by MLM for Glapthorn Parish Council, and
relates to the proposed Glapthorn Recreational Field Project, Benefield Road, Oundle, Peterborough, in
order to discharge planning conditions.
The purpose of this report is to identify potential ecological constraints to development, inform
recommendations for design change, highlight opportunities for ecological enhancement and determine the
need for further survey work to confirm baseline ecological conditions.
An extended phase 1 habitat survey was carried out in July 2019, to map the habitats present on site and
assess their potential to support notable/protected species. The site comprises improved grassland,
hedgerows with trees and a dry ditch.
The findings of the extended phase 1 habitat survey confirm that the habitats on-site have the potential to
support breeding birds, reptiles and bats. A method statement for reptiles is therefore recommended prior
to the commencement of the proposed works to ensure no breaches to wildlife legislation.
It is understood that no lighting is to be installed as part of the proposed works, however if this becomes
necessary, a sensitive lighting scheme for bats is also recommended to ensure no up-lighting of the
treelines to the south or west of the site.
Given the on-site presence of potential bird nesting habitat, any clearance of vegetation should be timed to
avoid the bird breeding season (March-August inclusive). If this is not possible, these habitats can only be
removed following confirmation by a suitably qualified ecologist that they are not in active use by nesting
birds.
The loss of a section of ‘important’ hedgerow (under the Hedgerow Regulations 1997) in the south-west
must be compensated for via additional planting of the seven native hedgerow species elsewhere on site,
to replace those lost. Any additional ivy-clad mature trees outside the current proposed works that are to
be removed in the southern boundary may require further assessment for bats prior to removal.
Opportunities exist for the provision of ecological enhancements in the form of integrated
bat/bird/invertebrate boxes and the incorporation of locally-sourced native/wildlife-friendly plants into the
landscape strategy. In particular, the installation of two nest boxes for stock doves (ie large open fronted
nest boxes) in retained mature trees is recommended to provide additional nesting opportunities for this
species.
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Limitations and Exceptions
This report and its findings should be considered in relation to the terms and conditions proposed and
scope of works agreed between MLM and the client.
Interpretations and recommendations contained in the report represent our professional opinions, which
were arrived at in accordance with currently accepted industry practices at the time of reporting and based
on current legislation in force at that time.
The copyright in this report and other plans and documents prepared by MLM is owned by MLM and no
such report, plan or document may be reproduced, published or adapted without their written consent.
Complete copies of this report may, however, be made and distributed by the client as an expedient in
dealing with matters related to its commission.
This report is prepared and written in the context of the proposals stated in the introduction to this report
and should not be used in a differing context. Furthermore, alterations to the initial proposals or changes in
conditions on site over time may necessitate an alteration to the report in whole or in part after its
submission. Therefore, in the event of any change in proposals or lapse of one year or more from the date
of the report, the content of the report should not be relied upon unless referred to MLM for validation and,
if necessary, re-appraisal.
Scientific survey data will be shared with local biological records centre in accordance with the Chartered
Institute of Ecology and Environmental Management (CIEEM) professional code of conduct.
This report was prepared only for our client and is not intended to be relied on by any other party. Third
parties should not rely on the facts, matters or opinions set out in this report without the express written
permission of MLM.
Please note that MLM does not purport to provide specialist legal advice.
General Survey Limitations
Unless stated specifically, drawings and plans are indicative only. As such, the position of features marked
on the plans or drawings should not be taken as 100% accurate.
Preliminary ecological appraisal does not assess the presence or absence of species, but is used to assess
the potential for habitat to support them. Where a species is seen or there is clear and recent evidence of
the presence of a species, this is reported.
Site Specific Limitations
Prior to the site visit, the site had recently been sprayed with herbicide so much of the grassland had begun
to die back and some plant species could have been missed as a result.
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3.1

Purpose
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This preliminary ecological appraisal report (PEAR) has been prepared by MLM for Glapthorn Parish
Council, and relates to a proposed recreational field at Benefield Road, Glapthorn, Oundle, Peterborough,
PE8 5BQ, in order to discharge planning conditions.
Proposals are currently understood to involve removal of the improved grassland on site and the
construction of a new recreational field in its place, as shown on CMPS Colin Moore Architect’s drawing
Proposed Access, Car Park and Recreational Area.
The purpose of this report is to:
•
•
•
•
3.2

identify potential ecological constraints to development
determine the need for further survey work to confirm baseline ecological conditions
discharge planning conditions
highlight opportunities for ecological enhancement.

Site Description
The site occupies an area of approximately 1.1 ha and is located around national grid reference TL 01757
90504, to the north-west of Glapthorn. The site is surrounded by arable fields to the north, west and east,
and Glapthorn C of E Primary School and the main road to the south.
Habitats on-site include improved grassland, hedgerow with trees and dry ditch. The indicative site red line
boundary is shown in figure 1 below:

Figure 1. Indicative site boundary (red line). Map data: © 2019 Google
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Proposed Development
The proposed development comprises of the removal of improved grassland and the construction of a
recreational field, car park, children’s play area, outdoor gym equipment and a site for a future clubhouse,
as shown on CMPS Colin Moore Architect’s drawing Proposed Access, Car Park and Recreational Area. A
small section of the hedgerow to the south-west will also be removed to facilitate the access track. A
pedestrian access from the school to the proposed car park playing field will also likely impact a small
section of the southern hedgerow.

\\mlmips.com\work\Tier2MLM\777600\777635\MLM\REP

4

Glapthorn Recreation Field Project
Preliminary Ecological Appraisal

4

Legislative and Policy Context

4.1

Current UK Legislation
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The main pieces of legislation relating to ecology within England and Wales are:
• The Conservation of Habitat and Species Regulations 2017 transposes European Union Council Directive
92/43/EEC on the conservation of natural habitats and of wild fauna and flora (EC Habitats Directive) into
national law. These regulations provide for the designation and protection of 'European Sites', the
protection of 'European Protected Species' and the adaptation of planning controls for the protection of
such sites and species. Under the regulations, public bodies have a duty in exercising their functions to
have regard to the EC Habitats Directive.
• The Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 (as amended) provides detail on a range of protection and
offences relating to wild birds, other animals, and plants. The level of protection depends on which
Schedule of the Act the species is listed on. Licences are available for specific purposes to permit
actions that would otherwise constitute an offence in relation to species.
• The Natural Environment and Rural Communities (NERC) Act 2006 imposes an obligation on all public
bodies, including local authorities, to consider whether their activities can contribute to the protection of
wildlife. The duty is created by section 40(1) of the Act, which states that: “Every public authority must,
in exercising its functions, have regard, so far as is consistent with the proper exercise of those functions,
to the purpose of conserving biodiversity.”
• The Protection of Badgers Act 1992 exists for welfare reasons, to protect badgers (Meles meles) from
cruelty. Under the act it a criminal offense to wilfully kill, injure, take, possess or cruelly ill-treat a badger,
or to attempt to do so, or to intentionally or recklessly interfere with a sett.
The reader is referred to the original legislation for definitive interpretation.
4.2

Planning Policy
The recommendations of this report are in line with the key principles of the National Planning Policy
Framework (ref. 1) and Government Circular 06/05 (ref. 2).
Local planning policies relating to ecology are invariably based on the conservation of species protected
under the above legislation, including species and habitats of principal importance listed under Section 41
of the NERC Act 2006; and the protection of designated sites. All of these features are considered within
the scope of this PEAR and therefore any recommendations made herein are likely to be in line with this
policy.
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Technical Approach
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The PEA has been undertaken following CIEEM’s guidelines (ref. 3) and British Standard 42020:2013 (ref. 4).
This approach has been employed to provide an indication of the ecological importance of the site and the
potential for the site to be used by protected species. As such, the work required has been carried out in
accordance with the key principles of the National Planning Policy Framework (ref. 1) and Government
Circular 05/06 (ref. 2).
Common names and binomial scientific names of plant species identified are as they appear in Stace (ref.
5).
The conclusions and recommendations for further works are in accordance with current legislation and
guidance.
5.2

Personnel
This report was produced by Sophie Barrell MEcol Grad CIEEM, who has over three years’ experience in
ecological consultancy including surveys and mitigation for a range of protected species and in producing
preliminary ecological appraisals and impact assessments. All surveyors used to establish baseline
information are suitably qualified and experienced; surveyors’ names and qualifications are stated under
each survey heading below. This report was reviewed by Sam Wilson BSc (Hons) Grad CIEEM who has
over three years’ ecological consultancy experience and by Dr Martin Brammah PhD MA (Cantab) BA
(Hons) CEcol MCIEEM MRSB, who has over fifteen years’ experience in ecological consultancy and
research.

5.3

Desk Study
The Multi-Agency Geographic Information for the Countryside (MAGIC) (ref. 6) online database was
consulted to obtain geographic information on nationally and/or internationally important site designations
of relevance to the site. Relevant data from the desk study is included as appendix A.
Northamptonshire Biodiversity Records Centre (NBRC) was contacted for details of any non-statutory
designations and records of protected/notable habitats and species within 2km of the site’s central national
grid reference. Only records of protected species from within the last 10 years are considered within this
report.
Online mapping tools were used to check for the presence of any ponds within 500m of the site boundary
in order to inform an assessment of habitat availability and connectivity for great crested newt (Triturus
cristatus).

5.4

Extended Phase 1 Habitat Survey
An extended phase 1 habitat survey of the site shown at figure 1 was undertaken on 31 July 2019 by Sophie
Barrell. Weather conditions at the time of the survey were dry and sunny, with an air temperature of
approximately 17°C.
Habitats present were categorised according to the Joint Nature Conservation Committee phase 1 habitat
survey guidelines (ref. 7) and the suitability of habitats to support protected species and other species of
conservation importance that could pose a planning constraint were assessed.
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The following was searched for and recorded if present during the survey:
• All field signs of protected species or those of conservation interest, including burrows, droppings,
footprints and hairs
• Refuges and particular habitat types to be used by certain classes of fauna
• Any mammal paths if found were noted and followed where possible
• Entry points for fauna along fence and/or hedgerow boundaries if present
• Incidental sightings of invasive species listed on Schedule 9 of the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 (as
amended).
All accessible established trees on-site were inspected and assessed in terms of their suitability (negligible,
low, moderate or high) to support roosting bats, in line with the Bat Conservation Trust (BCT) survey
guidelines (ref. 8).
The survey results were used to produce a phase 1 habitat map to supplement the report, included as MLM
drawing 777635-MLM-ZZ-XX-DR-J-0001.
Sites are taken in the context of their surroundings. Therefore, where possible, the survey included an
inspection of any off-site habitats likely to be of importance to notable or protected species, within the
recognised disturbance distances for those species.
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Designated Sites
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All relevant desk study data relating to designated sites is attached in appendix A.
There are no designated sites found within the site boundary.
Consultation of the MAGIC online interactive mapping tool confirms the presence of two statutory
designations within the 3km search radius and one ancient woodland within 1km. NBRC confirms the
presence of eight non-statutory sites within 2km. The closest designated site is the wildlife trust reserve
Short Wood SSSI, which is situated over 800m north of the application site and separated by extensive
arable land (with very little connectivity via field margins).
As no designations have good habitat connectivity to the site, or hold qualifying features that have the
potential to make use of habitats present at the site, these are not considered potential constraints and are
not considered further.
6.2

Habitats
The results of the phase 1 habitat survey are shown on drawing ref. 777635-MLM-ZZ-XX-DR-J-0001. The
following habitats are present on site:
• Improved grassland
• Hedgerow with trees
• Dry ditch
Appendix B provides a list of plant species encountered for the habitats listed; as such for these plants
scientific names are not provided below.
The majority of habitat comprises improved grassland that has colonised the previously arable field. In
total, 25 plant species were identified in this area (see appendix B). However, at the time of the survey, this
area had recently been sprayed with herbicide and as such many plants had started to die off.
To the south of the site is a species-rich hedgerow with trees, running along a dry ditch. Some evidence of
foraging from mammals was present near the ditch on site but no burrows or setts were identified within
this habitat.
A smaller section of species-rich hedgerow makes up the south-west section where the proposed new road
will be constructed. This area of hedgerow comprises blackthorn, ash, apple, field maple, elder, ivy and
hawthorn which will be removed as part of the proposed works. Seven woody species are present within
this 25m of hedgerow (see Appendix B) and therefore it meets the criterion for an ‘important’ hedgerow
under the Hedgerow Regulations 1997. This habitat offers no bat roosting potential though it provides
commuting and foraging habitat for bats and nesting habitat for birds.
Two inaccessible ponds are located within 500m of the site, however, as both ponds are over 250m from
the site with no connecting habitat they are considered unlikely to present a constraint in terms of
amphibians.
The catchment of the River Nene is over 300m south of the site and is separated from the site by a road.

6.3

Species and Species Groups
The ecological desk study and habitat survey have identified that habitats are present that may affect the
following legally protected or otherwise notable species.
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Reptiles
NBRC returned one record of common lizard (Zootoca vivipara) 760m north of the site within the last 10
years. The improved grassland mosaic on site provides some habitat suitability for reptiles, however,
with limited connectivity to the wider landscape it is considered unlikely this species group has colonised
the site.

6.3.2

Nesting Birds
NBRC returned 25 records of nine species. Species that may use the site include fieldfare (Turdus
pilaris), redwing (Turdus iliacus), kestrel (Falco tinnunculus) and barn owl (Tyto alba). Stock dove
(Columba oenas), an amber listed BOCC, was recorded on-site during the site visit. The site provides
suitable nesting and foraging habitat within the hedgerow with trees to the south and west of the site.

6.3.3

Bats
The hedgerow with trees to the south and west of the site provide potential commuting and foraging
habitat for bats. Although the hedgerow section in the south-west that is proposed to be removed is
considered to have no bat roosting potential, some trees within the southern boundary have dense ivy
growth and may require a further assessment if these are to be removed for the footpath.
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Ecological Constraints, Opportunities and Recommendations
The evaluation in this section is based on the site survey on 31 July 2019. For purposes of the assessment,
it is assumed there has been no change in the condition of the site since the site survey (unless otherwise
stated).

7.1

Further Surveys Required to Establish Baseline Conditions
Table 7.1 provides a breakdown of the ecological constraints that have been identified. This summary is
based on the extent and/or quality of the habitats present, the connectivity of the site to the wider
landscape, and the results of the desk study and extended phase 1 habitat survey.
Table 7.1 Identified Ecological Constraints and Scope of Mitigation Required
Important
Ecological
Feature
(Ecological
Constraint)

Legislatio
n/Policy

Scope of Mitigation Required

Mature
trees /
hedgerows

NERC

It is understood that only a small area of the hedgerow will be removed as part
of the proposed works in the south-west section in order to facilitate the
access drive. Due to this section of hedgerow being classified as important
under the Hedgerow Regulations 1997, further planting of seven hedgerow and
trees species on site will be required to compensate for this loss as part of the
proposed works.
If further removal of mature trees to the west or south is proposed then a
further assessment is required to ensure legally protected species are not
present prior to their removal i.e. bats. In addition, assessment of the adequacy
of any compensation measures is required.

Reptiles

WCA Sch
5

Due to the presence of improved grassland on site as suitable habitat for
reptiles, a method statement for the clearance of this vegetation is required.

Nesting
birds

WCA

The hedgerow and trees on site offer potential nesting opportunities, notably
for stock dove recorded on site. Nesting bird checks are required prior to any
removal of vegetation within the breeding bird season (March to August
inclusive).

BoCC
Amber

Two open-fronted nest boxes are recommended to be placed of the retained
mature trees to provide additional nesting habitat for stock dove.
Bats

WCA Sch
5

Further assessment of the ivy-clad, mature trees within the southern boundary
may be required if they are to be removed as part of the proposed works.

NERC

It is understood that no lighting will be installed on site as part of the proposed
development. If needed however, a sensitive lighting scheme is required to
ensure no disturbance to bats commuting and foraging along the hedgerows
with trees to the south and west of the site.

HabRegs

WCA - Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 (as amended). WCA Sch 5 - Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981
(as amended) Schedule 5 (killing, injuring and sale of animals). NERC - Natural Environment and Rural
Communities Act 2006 Section 41. Species/habitats of principal importance. HabRegs- Conservation of
Habitats and Species Regulations (2010), Annex I, Annex II, Annex IV of the Habitats Directive. BoCC
Amber - Birds of Conservation Concern - Amber listed.
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Conclusions
The creation of the Glapthorn Recreational Field Project, Benefield Road, Oundle is proposed, for which
planning conditions will be met.
The findings of the preliminary ecological appraisal has identified the following ecological constraints may
be present:
•
•
•
•

Mature trees/hedgerows
Reptiles
Nesting birds
Bats

It is recommended that any clearance of suitable reptile habitat is carried out under ecological supervision,
following a method statement, to ensure no breaches of wildlife legislation during the clearance of the
improved grassland on site.
A nesting bird check will also be required if sections of hedgerow with trees are to be cleared within the
breeding bird season (March to August inclusive).
The loss of the ‘important’ hedgerow section under the Hedgerow Regulations 1997 and the loss of habitat
for nesting birds and commuting/foraging habitat for bats will require compensation planting of a similar
number of native hedgerow species elsewhere on site.
Although no lighting in currently proposed for the project, if necessary a sensitive lighting scheme is
required for bats to ensure no up-lighting of the treelines to the west and south where bats may commute
and forage. If any additional ivy-clad mature trees along the southern boundary are to be removed then
further assessment for bats may be required.
Opportunities exist for the provision of ecological enhancements in the form of integrated
bat/bird/invertebrate boxes and the incorporation of locally-sourced native plant species, or those of
known wildlife benefit, into the landscape strategy. In particular, the installation of two nest boxes for stock
doves (ie large open fronted nest boxes) in retained mature trees is recommended to provide additional
nesting opportunities for this species.
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(c) Crown Copyright and database rights 2019. Ordnance Survey 100022861.
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Map produced by MAGIC on 19 August, 2019.
Copyright resides with the data suppliers and the
map must not be reproduced without their permission.
Some information in MAGIC is a snapshot of the
information that is being maintained or continually
updated by the originating organisation. Please refer
to the metadata for details as information may be
illustrative or representative rather than definitive
at this stage.

8/19/2019
Site Check Report Report generated on Mon Aug 19 2019
You selected the location: Centroid Grid Ref: TL01769050
The following features have been found in your search area:
Ancient Woodland (England)
Wood Name
Theme Name
Theme ID
Area (Ha)

SHORT WOOD
Ancient & Semi-Natural Woodland
1115859
25.158398
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(c) Crown Copyright and database rights 2019. Ordnance Survey 100022861.
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Map produced by MAGIC on 19 August, 2019.
Copyright resides with the data suppliers and the
map must not be reproduced without their permission.
Some information in MAGIC is a snapshot of the
information that is being maintained or continually
updated by the originating organisation. Please refer
to the metadata for details as information may be
illustrative or representative rather than definitive
at this stage.

8/19/2019
Site Check Report Report generated on Mon Aug 19 2019
You selected the location: Centroid Grid Ref: TL01759050
The following features have been found in your search area:
Sites of Special Scientific Interest (England) - points
Name
Reference
Natural England Contact
Natural England Phone Number
Hectares
Citation
Hyperlink

Glapthorn Cow Pasture SSSI
1003141
JOHN MINNEY
0845 600 3078
28.22
1003695
http://designatedsites.naturalengland.org.uk/SiteDetail.aspx?SiteCode=s1003695

Name
Reference
Natural England Contact
Natural England Phone Number
Hectares
Citation
Hyperlink

Short Wood SSSI
1002769
JOHN MINNEY
0845 600 3078
25.32
1003752
http://designatedsites.naturalengland.org.uk/SiteDetail.aspx?SiteCode=s1003752

Sites of Special Scientific Interest (England)
Name
Reference
Natural England Contact
Natural England Phone Number
Hectares
Citation
Hyperlink

Glapthorn Cow Pasture SSSI
1003141
JOHN MINNEY
0845 600 3078
28.22
1003695
http://designatedsites.naturalengland.org.uk/SiteDetail.aspx?SiteCode=s1003695

Name
Reference
Natural England Contact
Natural England Phone Number
Hectares
Citation
Hyperlink

Short Wood SSSI
1002769
JOHN MINNEY
0845 600 3078
25.32
1003752
http://designatedsites.naturalengland.org.uk/SiteDetail.aspx?SiteCode=s1003752

National Nature Reserves (England) - points
No Features found
National Nature Reserves (England)
No Features found
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Plant Species List
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Plant Species Encountered
Site Name:
Project No:
Date of Survey:
Surveyor(s):

Glapthorn Recreational Field
Poject
777635
31/07/19
Sophie Barrell

Species of Plants
Common Name
Bristly oxtongue
Prickly sow-thistle
Common nettle
Forget-me-not
Common mallow
Dandelion
Wall barley
White clover
Creeping thistle
Field bindweed
Common bird's-foot-trefoil
Nipplewort
Dove's-foot crane's-bill
Willowherb sp
Wood avens
Cock's-foot
Lucerne
Petty spurge
Greater burdock
Soft-brome
Barren brome
Smooth sow-thistle
Groundsel
Perennial sow-thistle
Perennial rye-grass
Enchanter's-nightshade
Garlic mustard
Bittersweet
White dead-nettle
Nipplewort
Creeping thistle
Great willowherb
Ivy
Field bindweed
Blackthorn
Field maple
Ash
Sycamore
Plum

Scientific Name

Helminthotheca echioides
Sonchus asper
Urtica dioica
Myosotis
Malva sylvestris
Taraxacum agg.
Hordeum murinum
Trifolium repens
Cirsium arvense
Convolvulus arvensis
Lotus corniculatus
Lapsana communis
Geranium molle
Epilobium sp.
Geum urbanum
Dactylis glomerata
Medicago sativa subsp. sativa
Euphorbia peplus
Arctium lappa
Bromus hordeaceus
Anisantha sterilis
Sonchus oleraceus
Senecio vulgaris
Sonchus arvensis
Lolium perenne
Circaea lutetiana
Alliaria petiolata
Solanum dulcamara
Lamium album
Lapsana communis
Cirsium arvense
Epilobium hirsutum
Hedera helix agg.
Convolvulus arvensis
Prunus spinosa
Acer campestre
Fraxinus excelsior
Acer pseudoplatanus
Prunus domestica subsp.
domestica
Bryonia dioica
Rubus fruticosus agg.
Malus pumila
Hedera helix agg.
Sambucus nigra
Crataegus monogyna

Improved
grassland
X
X
X
X
X
X
X
X
X
X
X
X
X
X
X
X
X
X
X
X
X
X
X
X
X

Habitat
Hedgerow with
Dry ditch
trees

X
X
X
X
X
X
X
X
X
X
X
X
X
X

White bryony
X
Bramble
X
Apple
X
Ivy
X
X
Elder
Hawthorn
X
Common and scientific names identified are as they appear in Stace, C. (2010) New Flora of the British Isles (3rd edition),
Cambridge University Press.
Names in this list were sourced from the Wildlife Society website:
http://ww.thewildflowersociety.com/wfs_list_of_all_plants/main_menu_2010.htm
DAFOR key: D = dominant >75% cover; A = abundant 51-75% cover; F – frequent 26-50% cover; O = occasional 11-25% cover;
R = rare 1-10% cover, LF = locally frequent, X = present (no frequency recorded).
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Notice
This document and its contents have been prepared and intended solely for Glapthorn Parish Council’s information
and use in relation to the Glapthorn Recreational Field Project.
MLM Consulting Engineers Limited assumes no responsibility to any other party in respect of or arising out of or in
connection with this document and/or its contents.
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1

Introduction

1.1

Purpose

© MLM Consulting Engineers Limited

This method statement has been produced to meet planning conditions and to ensure that the site
clearance works at Glapthorn Recreational Field Project are conducted in such a way as to minimise the
impact on reptiles, if present, and to ensure that no wildlife offences are committed during the works. This
report is based on the Preliminary Ecological Appraisal undertaken by MLM on 31 July 2019 (ref. 1).
This method statement will be available on site during the works and any works in the areas specified will be
conducted as proposed below.
1.2

Site Location
The site occupies an area of approximately 1.1ha and is located around national grid reference TL 01757
90504, to the north-west of Glapthorn.
The site is surrounded by arable fields to the north, west and east and Glapthorn C of E Primary School and
the main road to the south.
The indicative site boundary is shown in figure 1 below:

Figure 1. Approximate site area (red line). Map data ©2019 Google.
1.3

Current Legislation
The following legislation is considered relevant to the proposed clearance works on site.
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1.3.1

© MLM Consulting Engineers Limited

Breeding Birds
All wild birds are protected under UK law throughout the UK when they are nesting under the Wildlife and
Countryside Act (WCA) 1981. It is illegal to kill, injure, or take any wild bird, or damage or destroy the nest
or eggs of any breeding bird. This includes commonly seen species, such as stock dove (Columba oenas)
and woodpigeon (Columba palumbus).
Birds in the UK typically build their nests and lay their eggs between March and the end of July but this can
extend into August for birds that have second or third broods. The peak months for breeding are May and
June with the exception of barn owl (Tyto alba), which may breed for a longer period, and the collared dove
(Streptopelia decaocto) and woodpigeon (Columba palumbus), which can nest all year round under
suitable conditions.

1.3.2

Reptiles
Four common British reptiles, common lizard (Zootoca vivipara), slow-worm (Anguis fragilis), grass snake
(Natrix helvetica), and adder (Vipera berus) are protected under the Wildlife and Countryside Act (WCA)
1981 as amended. They are protected against intentional or reckless killing and injuring (but not taking),
and against sale.

\\mlmips.com\work\Tier2MLM\777600\777607\MLM\REP
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© MLM Consulting Engineers Limited

Limitations and Exceptions
This report and its findings should be considered in relation to the terms and conditions proposed and
scope of works agreed between MLM and the client.
Interpretations and recommendations contained in the report represent our professional opinions, which
were arrived at in accordance with currently accepted industry practices at the time of reporting and based
on current legislation in force at that time.
The copyright in this report and other plans and documents prepared by MLM is owned by MLM and no
such report, plan or document may be reproduced, published or adapted without their written consent.
Complete copies of this report may, however, be made and distributed by the client as an expedient in
dealing with matters related to its commission.
This report is prepared and written in the context of the proposals stated in the introduction to this report
and should not be used in a differing context. Furthermore, alterations to the initial proposals or changes in
conditions on site over time may necessitate an alteration to the report in whole or in part after its
submission. Therefore, in the event of any change in proposals or lapse of one year or more from the date
of the report, the content of the report should not be relied upon unless referred to MLM for validation and,
if necessary, re-appraisal.
Scientific survey data will be shared with local biological records centre in accordance with the Chartered
Institute of Ecology and Environmental Management (CIEEM) professional code of conduct.
This report was prepared only for our client and is not intended to be relied on by any other party. Third
parties should not rely on the facts, matters or opinions set out in this report without the express written
permission of MLM.
Please note that MLM does not purport to provide specialist legal advice.
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3

Proposed Works

3.1

Works

© MLM Consulting Engineers Limited

The proposed works involve the clearance of all of the improved grassland on site and a small section of
hedgerow to the south-west, to allow for the future construction of a recreational field, car park, children’s
play area, outdoor gym equipment and a site for a future clubhouse.
3.2

Possible Impacts of Works
In the absence of this precautionary method statement, the works have the potential to negatively impact
legally protected reptiles and nesting birds.
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4

Method of Works to Minimise Impacts on Protected Species

4.1

Timing and Weather Conditions
The removal of the hedgerow and trees should be undertaken outside breeding bird season (March to
August inclusive). Where this isn’t possible, a nesting bird check by an experienced ecologist will be
required. Further works within the grassland should be programmed to take place between April and
October inclusive. This will ensure that works are conducted when reptiles will be active. Any works in
areas suitable for reptiles should only be conducted in dry weather, when the temperature is above 9°C.

4.2

Ecological Clerk of Works
An ecological clerk of works (ECoW) will be required on site during all vegetation clearance.

4.3

Tree and Scrub Removal
Prior to the removal of any trees or scrub, these will first be inspected for active bird nests by the ECoW.
Should any active nests be found, a suitable no-works buffer (minimum 5m) will be implemented around the
nest until such a time as any chicks have fledged.

4.4

Ground Vegetation Clearance
The majority of the site comprises improved grassland. As such, the following method must be followed
during vegetation cuts to ensure all access and working areas are made unsuitable for reptiles:
• An ECoW walks the area to be cut, conducting a search for any reptiles and ground nesting birds in the
area, whilst also disturbing as much of the ground as possible.
• If any active bird nests are found the area will need to be left undisturbed (with a 5m no-works buffer
enforced) until any chicks have fledged.
• Following behind the ECoW, a site operative strims the area to a height of 150mm. Moving in a single
direction, away from the works to encourage any reptiles out of the area.
• The ECoW then conducts a hand search of the strimmed area, searching for any reptiles which may have
emerged.
• Following this search, the area should be strimmed to ground level, again moving in a single direction,
away from the works.
• All arisings will be raked outside of the works areas, to a location from which they will not need to be
moved again.
• Any reptiles found will be relocated to suitable habitat off-site.

4.5

Record Keeping
During the works, the ECoW will keep a record of the works undertaken on each day and take photographs
of all works undertaken. Following the completion of works, a letter report will be produced, giving an
overview of the works and including a copy of each of the daily record sheets. The record sheets will detail
how this method statement was followed and any deviations from it will be described.

\\mlmips.com\work\Tier2MLM\777600\777607\MLM\REP

5

Glapthorn Recreational Field Project
Precautionary Method Statement to Minimise Impacts on Protected Species

5

© MLM Consulting Engineers Limited

Declaration
All personnel who are responsible for adhering to this method statement on site must sign and date the
Declaration Record below prior to commencement of works. This includes the contractor and all site
operatives present during the works.
Document ref. 777635-MLM-ZZ-XX-RP-J-0002
I acknowledge that I have read and understood the contents of the above Method Statement and I agree to
abide by all provisions as set forth.
Name

Signature

\\mlmips.com\work\Tier2MLM\777600\777607\MLM\REP
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Malcolm Moss
Glapthorn Parish Council
30 Lytham Park
Oundle
Northamptonshire
PE8 4FB

5 November 2019

Dear Malcolm
Glapthorn Recreational Field Project - Ecological Clerk of Works Completion Report
Introduction
This ecological clerk of works (ECoW) report summarises the ground vegetation
clearance undertaken at Glapthorn to discharge planning conditions.
The works were undertaken on 24 October 2019. The works described within this
report are those conducted to comply with the ‘Precautionary Method Statement to
Minimise Impacts on Protected Species’ (document ref. 777635-MLM-ZZ-XX-RP-J0003), produced by MLM and dated October 2019. This completion report must be
read in conjunction with the method statement. Works to the section of hedgerow to
be removed are to be undertaken at a later date outside of the breeding bird season
or, failing that, following a nesting bird check by a suitably qualified ecologist.
Works Undertaken
The general method of work followed was as described in the method statement, with
the following exceptions:
• An initial cut to 150mm was not deemed necessary as the vegetation was sparse
enough to allow good visibility to the ground, however a thorough hand search
was still undertaken prior to the final cut.
A daily record sheet was completed by the ECoW for each day they were on site.
This daily record sheet included the name and qualifications of the ECoW present on
that date, the works undertaken, any matters discussed between the client/contractor
and the ECoW, and any protected species encountered that day. These daily record
sheets are provided as Appendix A and provide full details of the works.
Appendix B includes the signed declaration form from the method statement.
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+44 1223 632 800
Building 7200
Cambridge Research Park
Cambridge, CB25 9TL
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MLM Group, part of Sweco is the trading name of MLM Consulting Engineers Limited. Registered Office: Grove House, Mansion Gate Drive,
Leeds, West Yorkshire, LS7 4DN. Registered in England and Wales: 3057104. VAT No: 665 8111 25.

Date:
Document Reference:
MLM Reference:

5 November 2019
777635-MLM-ZZ-XX-RP-J-0003
MB/777635/SB

Recommendations and Conclusions
All works included within the method statement have been undertaken and it is
therefore considered that no further ECoW supervision is required on site. No
protected species were encountered during the works.
Unless works are undertaken within the next 2-3 months, the field should be regularly
cut short to maintain it as unsuitable for reptiles. If the vegetation is left to grow up
then further cutting under the supervision of an ECoW will be required. The section of
hedgerow to be removed should be undertaken outside of the breeding bird season
(March to August inclusive) as per the method statement.
Yours sincerely,

Sophie Barrell
MEcol (Hons) Grad CIEEM
Ecologist
T:
M:
E:

01223632606
+44 7788 327862
sophie.barrell@mlmgroup.com

Enc

Appendix A – Daily Record Sheet
Appendix B – Signed Declaration
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Appendix A – Daily Record Sheet

Document Reference:
MLM Reference:
Revision:
Status:

777635-MLM-ZZ-XX-RP-J-9001
MB/777635/SB
C01
S2

Glapthorn Recreational Playing Field
Daily Record Sheet for Ecological Clerk of Works
Record of Site Visit
Method statement reference:

777635-MLM-ZZ-XX-RP-J-0002

Date:

24 October 2019

Weather:

10-11 C, wind (Beaufort), 100% cloud cover and light drizzle at the end
of the site visit

MLM ECoW:

Sophie Barrell MEcol (Hons) Grad CIEEM

Contractor:

Malcom Moss (Glapthorn Parish Council)

Time on site:

09:30 to 14:30

o

Summary of Works Undertaken
The ECoW walked the entire works area to be cut, which included a fallow arable field and dry ditch,
conducting a search for any reptiles, whilst also disturbing as much of the ground as possible and
carrying out a hand search of the sparse vegetation. A tractor cut the grass following this hand search,
moving in one direction away from the works area to encourage any reptiles out of the area. The ditch
was also strimmed to remove the vegetation. All arising were raked up and taken off site.

Photo 1. Tractor cutting the grass within the arable
field.

T
A

Photo 2. Volunteers raking up the grass cuttings.

+44 1223 632 800
Building 7200
Cambridge Research Park
Cambridge, CB25 9TL

MLM Group, part of Sweco is the trading name of MLM Consulting Engineers Limited. Registered Office: Grove House, Mansion Gate Drive,
Leeds, West Yorkshire, LS7 4DN. Registered in England and Wales: 3057104. VAT No: 665 8111 25.
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Buildings o Infrastructure o Compliance o Environment

Document Reference:
MLM Reference:

777635-MLM-ZZ-XX-RP-J-9001
MB/777635/SB

Summary of Works Undertaken

Photo 3. Field cut to ground level.

Photo 4. Ditch after strimming.

Deviations from Method Statement
An initial cut to 150mm was not deemed necessary as the vegetation was sparse enough to allow good
visibility to ground level. A thorough hand search was undertaken prior to the final cut.

Protected Species Encountered
No reptiles or protected species were found during the grass cutting. However, a number of field voles
(Microtus agrestis) and common shrews (Sorex araneus) were caught and relocated off site.

Further Actions
Action

To be Actioned By

A section of hedgerow is to be removed outside
of the breeding bird season (March to August
inclusive) as per the method statement (ref:
777635-MLM-ZZ-XX-RP-J-0002).

Glapthorn Parish Council
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Appendix B – Signed Method Statement
Declarations

Declaration
All personnel who are responsible for adhering to this method statement on site must sign
and date the Declaration Record below prior to commencement of works. This includes
the contractor and all site operatives present during the works.
Document ref. 777635-MLM-ZZ-XX-RP-J-0002
I acknowledge that I have read and understood the contents of the above Method
Statement and I agree to abide by all provisions as set forth.
Name
Sophie Barrell

Signature

Company

Date

MLM Group

24/10/19

