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The Rev. Stephen Webster writes: 

A Bit of Light Relief 

What a difference putting the clocks back made. Of course I should be ready for it each year, 
but it came as quite a surprise when suddenly it was getting dark at 4 in the afternoon.  
  
Now darkness has some compensations. The Danish word ‘hygge’ (suddenly to be found 
everywhere in book titles, radio programmes, TV shows) made it onto the shortlist for the 
“Oxford Dictionaries Word of the Year 2016”. Hygge has no direct translation, but if we think of 
log fires and roasting chestnuts and candlelight and warmth and friendship we may be 
beginning to grasp something of the comfort and cosiness it describes. It’s Denmark’s 
response to long dark winters. 
  
And maybe it is no coincidence that hygge was the word for 2016. Whatever our views about 
recent political developments in this country and further afield there is no doubt that we are 
entering uncertain times. There has been turmoil at home and turmoil abroad – and an ugliness, 
aggression and divisiveness in political debate. But that is nothing compared to the fear and 
grief and misery of those who live in Aleppo and Mosul; those who flee across seas in 
makeshift boats and seek refuge in ramshackle ‘jungle’ towns. The world often seems a dark 
place and in all kinds of ways what 2017 will bring seems more uncertain than ever. A longing 
for a bit of hygge seems understandable. 
  
The world seeming to be a dark place is nothing new. 700 or so years before the birth of Jesus, 
Isaiah – living in a land of warfare and foreign invasion – wrote these words, “The people 
walking in darkness have seen a great light; on those living in the land of deepest darkness – 
on them a light has shined.” He looked forward to the child who would one day be born to be 
‘Prince of Peace’. 
  
On Sunday 4th December at 4pm many of us will stand in St Leonard’s Church in the gathering 
gloom and light our Christingle candles and remember that Jesus – who taught us to love our 
enemies and to forgive – is The Prince of Peace – The Light of the World. 
  
We have an antidote to darkness more powerful than any hygge. Jesus’ invitation is for us to 
walk with Him into 2017 – following in His light – and so become a light for others.   
 

The services in December are as follows: Christingle is on 4 December at 4 p.m.; Holy 

Communion at 9.15 a.m. on 11 December; our Carol Service at 5 p.m. on 18 

December and Holy Communion at 9.15 a.m. on Christmas Day. There will be no 



service in the church on New Year’s Day, but instead a Benefice Communion at St 

Peter’s, Oundle at 10.30 am. 

Our Harvest Festival raised £258 for good causes, and a large box of groceries was 

taken to the Corby Food Bank for distribution to local people in need. 

The concert given by the Corby Male Voice Choir in the church on 11 November was 

a great success, and much enjoyed by a large audience. The choir sang a wonderful 

range of sacred and secular songs and the evening was compered with great 

panache and humour. (The choir were very complimentary about the interval 

refreshments provided by church members!) An excellent £550 was raised for church 

funds. 

 

A warm welcome to Mrs Sue Stone who has moved into 1 Brookside. 

 

GLAPTHORN C.E. SCHOOL www.glapthornschool.ik.org 

Glapthorn C.E. Primary School has settled well into our fabulous new buildings, 

consisting of our new Y5/6 wing and the School House, which now provides for 

learning and for wraparound care before and after school.  We are currently finishing 

off work on the School House garden so we will have an extended paved play area in 

place by January 2017. 
 

We were delighted with how well our pupils did last academic year and this has now 

been confirmed by national data which shows our reading results were significantly 

above national averages at the end of Year 2. Half our pupils are working at ‘greater 

depth’, the new terminology for well above average, and this picture is mirrored 

across the school.  We aim to teach a love of reading so children will want to continue 

to read for pleasure, long after they have ‘learnt’ to read.   

 

Our creative curriculum continues to enthuse the children: Years 5/6 are progressing 

from Stephenson’s Rocket, with a trip to Coventry Transport Museum, through time 

to space rockets. They are busy putting their maths skills into practice, designing their 

own machines.  Years 3/4 have been around the world in just 60 days, stopping off to 

learn about a variety of animals with a trip to Hamerton Zoo, and about Islam with a 

trip to a mosque in Peterborough.  Years 1/2 have been superheroes, dressing up to 

start the topic before learning about St. Francis of Assisi and then moving onto heroes 

of flight, which included a very popular trip to Duxford Air Museum!  Our Reception 

children have settled well into school and are enjoying their Forest School now, using 

Glapthorn Cow Pastures and Short Wood.   

 

We also celebrated achieving a Gold Award for our sports provision, for the second 

year running, and competing in a range of competitions locally, including cross-

country, football and athletics. 

 

As a reminder, if your child was born between 1st September 2012 and 31st August 

2013, please ensure you have registered them for a school place by 15th January 

2017. 

 



Vacancy for Breakfast and/or After School Club Assistant 

Due to the popularity of our wraparound care, we are looking for an assistant for our 

Breakfast Club 7.45 a.m. to 8.45 a.m., three mornings a week, and an assistant for our 

After School Club on a casual basis when numbers require additional staffing (3.15 

p.m. to 6.00 p.m.)  If you are interested in either the Breakfast Club role or the After 

School Club role, or both, visit http://www.glapthornschool.ik.org/vacancies.html. 

 

 

GLAPTHORN ALLOTMENT GARDENERS’ ASSOCIATION 

 
Our AGM will be held on Thursday 8th December at 7.30pm in Glapthorn 
Village Hall and we hope to have a good attendance. 
 
Angie and Colin Morris have decided to give up one half of their plot at the 
end of the year.  This half plot is going to be taken over by Christine and Paul 
Grandidge. We would like to warmly welcome Christine and Paul to GAGA. 
 
All is well on the allotments and all plots are taken. 
Heather Ball, Secretary to Glapthorn Allotment Gardeners’ Association. 
01832 273601 or 07962 085 720 
 

GLAPTHORN WOMEN’S INSTITUTE 

 

We have had a successful period again with our WI. In August we enjoyed Afternoon 

Tea at Wadenhoe House in a lovely cool room on a very hot afternoon. The tea was 

splendid and enjoyed by all of us. 

 

In September Gill Morrison talked to us about her life and experiences as a Senior 

Nurse, the wife of a Vicar and her inspiring fundraising which has helped to bring 

happiness to thousands of children worldwide. 

 

In October we had our AGM, which was well attended. We followed the business 

with games and refreshments. 

 

In November our speaker was Alison Pilkington from Thurning who talked to us 

about her Spotty Dotty World. Alison brought along several of her (quite large) 

paintings and some examples of her ceramics and talked to us about what inspires 

her creativity. It was a very lively and interesting evening. 

 

For our December Meeting we shall be going to Ashton for a Christmas Meal. After 

our meal we will sing Christmas Carols (kindly led by Richard Hamilton) and hope to 

receive a ‘surprise’ white bearded Christmas visitor! 

 

Our meeting on 11th January (note this is the second Wednesday in the month) will 

be a New Year Party and Entertainment.  

For more information about Glapthorn WI please contact either Cherrill Sands on 

01832 226025 or Heather Ball on 01832 273601 

 



GLAPTHORN VILLAGE HALL 

 
The defibrillator (AED) in the telephone box near the Village Hall is 

up and running. The only remaining job is to install a light inside the 

phone box. The code for access to the AED cabinet is C2589X, but 
before using it, a call should always be made to the emergency 

services. They will be able to give out the code if needed, as well as 
mobilise the ambulance service. PLEASE NOTE the defibrillator 

needs to be used in conjunction with CPR. It will not save a life on 
its own. If you don’t know how to do CPR, there are frequent, 

excellent Heartstart courses run by Oundle Rotary Club 
(www.oundle.info.) There have been two recent Heartstart courses 

in Glapthorn, giving basic first aid training, including an insight into 
how the AED works. However, anyone who needs it will be able to 

use the device from instructions given by the machine itself.  There 
will be an 'Official Opening' on Friday 2nd December (not 3rd 

December as advertised on the flyer through doors a couple of 
weeks ago) at 7.30pm, when a celebratory glass of fizz will be 

available to those attending. 

 

PARISH COUNCIL www.glapthorn.org.uk 

 

Vacancy for a Parish Councillor 

There is a vacancy for a Parish Councillor. The Parish Council will fill the vacancy by 

co-option at its meeting on 15th December. Anyone interested in being considered for 

the role should apply in writing to the Parish Clerk before noon on Friday 9th 

December. Details of the vacancy may be found on the village notice board or on the 

website – www.glapthorn.org.uk 

 

Neighbourhood Plan 

The Glapthorn Neighbourhood Planning Group continues to make good progress. The 

group has been successful in its claim for a grant to cover costs associated with the 

development of the plan, in particular the engagement of a planning consultancy firm. 

The initial village consultation yielded 85 responses, giving a 75% participation rate.  

Letters will soon go out to known landowners and developers inviting submissions for 

housing development. Also, a new questionnaire will soon be going out to all 

residents of the parish, which will provide the evidence for the plan submission. It is 

therefore vitally important that as many families as possible (including their children) 

engage with this process so that the future development of the village is what the 

majority would like to see happen. More details on www.glapthorn.org.uk. 

 

Village Street Scene 

There were many complaints last year about the frequency and effectiveness of the 

grass-verge maintenance. The Parish Council is considering transferring the 

responsibility for maintenance from Northamptonshire County Council (NCC) to East 

Northamptonshire Council (ENC) at an estimated net cost of £1,500 a year. This will 

provide eight cuts a year instead of two. The current street lamps in the village are 



obsolete, and the Council has already set aside some reserves for more efficient LED 

lamps, so the Council would like to build on that reserve as soon as possible.  

The draft budget for next year, 2017-18, includes a sum to cover the cost of the higher 

level of grass maintenance as well as building the reserve for the street-lighting 

upgrade. However, a decision on the final budget has been deferred until the opinions 

of the community are known. By now all households should have received a letter, 

seeking a view on whether the Precept (your Council Tax) should be raised to cover 

this extra expenditure. The council will reconvene on 15th December to reach its 

decision and finalise the 2017-18 budget.  

 

 

Flooding 
At the time of writing there has been another flood on Upper Main Street, which has 

been dealt with by the Highways Authority. However, this was a quick fix – not a 

solution to the on-going problem. 

Glapthorn Parish Council has successfully applied to be part of the Pathfinder II 

Flooding Resilience Project, run by Northamptonshire County Council. The project 

aims to assist community-led improvements in resilience and preparedness for 

communities who are at risk of surface water flooding. A flood survey of the Parish 

will be undertaken by civil engineers during the early part of 2017, and from there the 

Council will be well placed to develop a plan of action. 

 

Diversion of Footpaths 

The landowners have now made an application for a small variation to the footpath 

that runs from Main Street, across the paddock of Glapthorn Manor and on to 

Southwick Road by the pumping station.  The general plan will be for the paths not to 

cross the paddocks but to follow closely the line of the brook.  

 

Free passage 

From time to time the Parish Council receive complaints about shrubs and trees and 

hedgerows that overhang footpaths, causing an obstruction. Would all property 

owners and occupiers please ensure hedgerows etc. are appropriately maintained to 

ensure free passage to pedestrians? 

 

Community Speed Watch: 

Northamptonshire Police have extended an invitation for Glapthorn to join the 

Community Speed Watch programme in 2017. Would anyone who is interested in 

becoming involved with the scheme please contact the Parish Clerk? 

 

Planning Applications 

The Parish Council has considered the following planning applications: 
• 16/01734/OUT - Erection of up to four dwellings on the land to the rear of 3 Main Street, 

Glapthorn - It was resolved to record no objection to the proposal. 

• 16/01746/VAR - Change window sizes, addition of ground floor WC and change use of 

first floor room at Melton Cottage, Main Street - It was resolved to record no objection to 

the proposal. 

• 16/02055/VAR - Approved plans, pursuant to Application 15/02079/FUL Erection of 

five dwellings etc. Braesby Southwick Road – This was for information giving sight of the 

detailed plans, which were previously in outline only. 
 

Planning Application decisions by higher authority: 



• 16/01144/FUL – Erection of a den in rear garden at Melton Cottage, Main Street – 

Planning Permission Granted. 

• 16/01234/VAR – Additional ground floor window to proposed tractor shed and studio 

at South Farm House, Main Street - Planning Permission Granted. 

• 15/02079/FUL – Erection of 5 dwellings following demolition of Braesby, Southwick 

Road – Following an Appeal, permission Granted. 

• 13/00395/FUL – Proposed garage and ancillary office at Melton Cottage, Main Street.  

Discharge of Condition 3 – roof materials. Permitted. 

• 13/00395/FUL - Variation of conditions on previously approved application Melton 

Cottage, Main Street – Permission granted. 

 

You may contact the Parish Council through one of the Parish Councillors, details on 

the village notice board; or through the Clerk to the Parish Council. Call Alan 

Tresadern on 01832 275281 or email parish.clerk@glapthorn.gov.uk 

 

The next Newsletter will be published in early March 2017. The deadline is 1st March. 

Please send your copy to Ursula Wide (ursula.wide@btinternet.com) or post to Church 

Cottage. This Newsletter is produced by Glapthorn Church Council for the benefit of 

the whole community.  

 

 
 


