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CHURCH www.glapthornchurch.org.uk 

Our services follow the usual pattern, except that on Mothering Sunday, 

26th March, there will be a Family Service at 9.15 am, taken by the Vicar. 

We look forward to welcoming families at this celebratory occasion. 

On Sunday, 12th March, the Heritage Ensemble, a small group of 

professional male singers from St Petersburg, will be singing religious 

and folk music in the church at 7.30 pm. Tickets are £10 (including light 

refreshments in the interval) from Ursula Wide (272594) or Pauline 

Davidson (273526). There are only a few tickets left, so please get in 

touch as soon as possible. 

We are planning to hold a fundraising event over the August bank 

holiday weekend and invite everyone to an informal meeting in the 

church on Saturday 25 March at 10.30 am to share ideas over coffee 

and biscuits. Please contact either Penny Reading (274277) or Pauline 

Davidson (273526) for more information.   

There will be a Coffee Morning, in aid of church funds, on Saturday 22 

April at Crown House, Benefield Road. 

The church will be providing the ever-popular ‘Bluebell Teas’ in the 

Village Hall on Monday, 1st May from 2 till 5pm.   

 

GLAPTHORN C.E. SCHOOL www.glapthornschool.ik.org 

The Bursar writes: We finished last half term with a wonderful celebration of 

our new buildings, led by Rev. Richard Ormston.  The additions of the Red Kites 

class wing and School House have made a huge difference to the daily running 

of our school; we wonder how we ever managed before we had them!   



We are dressing up for World Book Day on 2nd March, meeting authors as part 

of the Oundle KidLit Festival and writing stories for the KidLit competition.  

We have been busy with sports as always, as befits a ‘Gold Award’ school, and 

were delighted to get to the County finals of the Y4/5 basketball tournament, 

which are taking place imminently. 

Our Head, Mrs Katherine Towns, is leaving during the summer term and the 

Governing Body has been busy putting a replacement in place.  The Governing 

Body cannot yet publicise our exciting plans, as we are awaiting approval by 

the Diocesan Board of Education, but we are very confident that there will be a 

strong leadership team in place when Mrs Towns steps down. 

 

SOUTHWICK AND GLAPTHORN FLOWER SHOW 

There will be a Plant Sale and Coffee Morning in Glapthorn Village Hall 

on 13 May 10.30 to 12. This raises money to help stage the summer 

flower show. 

 

GLAPTHORN VILLAGE HALL www.glapthorn.org.uk 

Tracey Kerr writes: The A.G.M will be held on Thursday 6 April between 

7.00 and 7.45pm. New members are needed to join our committee. 

Please help us to look after our fabulous hall and arrange fun events for 

residents. 

 
GLAPTHORN ALLOTMENT GARDENERS’ ASSOCIATION 

www.glapthorn.org.uk 

Heather Ball writes: At our AGM in December, the existing committee was re-

elected, with the addition of Michael Knight. Thank you to him. The committee 

is chaired once again by Jeff Knowles.  

The plots look fantastic, well-cultivated and manured. Thank you to all who 

have been involved in developing the land as allotments. 



Heather came across the following information, which she thought residents 

would find interesting: 

Allotment land was awarded in 1815 as shown in an Extract from the Inrolment 

of the Award of the Commissioners appointed in An Act for inclosing lands in 

the parishes of Cotterstock and Glapthorn dated 26 July 1815. The first tenancy 

information I have found relates to Matthew (Sapps?) and is dated 27 April 

1835 with the rent being set at Three pounds and Three shillings payable Half 

Yearly. There is also a requirement for the land to be manured with Five 

cartloads of good manure once every year or in default of which to pay an 

additional one fourth of the year’s rent! 

 
GLAPTHORN WI www.glapthorn.org.uk 

Heather Ball writes: Our March speaker, Sarah Pendred, shared her 

passion for painting and how she teaches people to paint. At our meeting 

on 5th April, the local artisan baker, Donna Thomas, will be talking about 

her baking business and bringing along samples to taste and purchase. 

 

Glapthorn WI will provide tea and cakes from 2 till 5 pm in the Village 

Hall on Sunday 30th April for the Shortwood Bluebell Open Day. There 

will be a Tombola and Plant Stall. Do come along and have 

refreshments. 

 

GLAPTHORN PARISH COUNCIL www.glapthorn.org.uk 
 
The Annual Litter Pick will take place on 7th, 8th and 9th April. Nick Knowles has 

kindly agreed that ‘The Chestnut Tree’, on Southwick Road, will be the pick-up point 

for the ‘litter picking tools’ and waste bags etc.  

Those interested in getting involved should please contact the Parish Clerk. 

Neighbourhood Plan 

Alan Barnish writes: The community consultations in December and January were 

very successful, with a response rate of over 70%. Suggestions came from both 

landowners and residents on sites which might be suitable for development, and 



those too sensitive to consider building upon. See the comprehensive report on the 

website. 

The next stage is to assess site development possibilities against the priorities which 

became evident from the community consultations. There was support for the 

principle that Glapthorn can support modest housing development (somewhere 

between 10 and 20 new dwellings over the period to 2031 would seem to be 

acceptable to most people). However, the clear message was that new houses must 

not spoil the character of Glapthorn. The village should retain its linear layout and 

developments must not create small estates.  

The Neighbourhood Planning Group will shortly publish arrangements to ascertain 

the opinion of all Glapthorn residents on both the site proposals and the policies 

against which each proposal should be judged. 

Proposals have also been made for quite significant developments in Glapthorn 

Parish close to the boundary with Oundle. Discussions are ongoing with Oundle 

Town Council and East Northamptonshire Council about these proposals as, clearly, 

they are not required in order to meet Glapthorn's housing needs. 

Procurement of Recreational Land 

The Neighbourhood Plan consultation has confirmed strong support for a community 

recreational area. The Parish Council has set up an advisory committee tasked to 

engage with land-owners and explore opportunities for the procurement and 

development of a piece of land to be used as a facility for the village, clubs and the 

school.  

Finance 

The budget for the financial year 2017/18 has been approved and the Precept set at 

£9,300.  

Community Speed Watch: 

No one volunteered to take an active part in the Community Speed Watch 

programme. 

Planning Applications: Please see www.glapthorn.org.uk for details 

You can contact the Parish Council through one of the Parish Councillors, 

details on the village notice board; through the Clerk to the Parish Council, Alan 

Tresadern, on 01832 275281 or email parish.clerk@glapthorn.gov.uk.  
 



The Newsletter is produced by Glapthorn Church Council, 4 times a year, 
for the benefit of the community. Next deadline 31 May; contributions, 
please, to Ursula Wide.  


