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Introduction and Welcome!
I think it is fair to say that it is starting to feel like Christmas is getting close! Last Thursday I
had the honour of joining double Paralympic champion, Maisie Summers-Newton, on stage
in Kettering, where she did the honours and lit up the town. I was also delighted to see that
the Council launched a Christmas video this week starring, of course, Santa Claus! The aim of
the video is to encourage residents to visit their local town centre and support independent
businesses, something I am sure you will all join me in doing this Christmas. You can find out
more further below.
On Wednesday we had a meeting of Full Council. Amongst the items considered, the Council
adopted a new Corporate Plan setting out a bold new vision for North Northamptonshire.
The Council also agreed to appoint a new Director of Children’s Services (DCS) for
North Northamptonshire, rather than the current joint role covering both North and West
Northamptonshire. As well as moving towards a north-centric operation for Children’s Services,
the Council also agreed a change to the way Public Health Services will be provided post
March 2022. Members agreed the recruitment of a Director of Public Health (DPH) for North
Northamptonshire Council separate to that of West Northamptonshire. Council members
thanked both Cathi Hadley (DCS) and Lucy Wightman (DPH) for their hard work and dedication.
There was acknowledgement of the excellent work their teams do too along with a standing
ovation from Council members. The adjustments to the way services are organised should
result in services that are even more responsive to the needs of North Northamptonshire. They
represent a natural progression in service delivery.
The Council will soon be launching a budget consultation with a view to setting a budget early
next year. This will be the second budget for North Northamptonshire Council but the first one
set by the elected administration of the Council (the previous budget was set by the Shadow
Authority). A report on the budget will go to a meeting of the Executive on 23 December 2021,
followed by a report to Council on 24 February 2022 for formal approval. Please keep an eye out
for the consultation that will run in between these dates. I will however ensure that you receive
details as soon as it is launched.

Christmas Lights

Last week, North Northamptonshire Council helped the area get into the Christmas spirit,
organising two Christmas lights switch-on events, one in Kettering and the other in
Wellingborough. I was honoured to be able to join double Paralympic champion swimmer, Maisie
Summers-Newton, on stage in Kettering, where she did the honours and lit up the town.
The festivities included live performances, fun fairs, street performers, market stalls and lots
of happy children and their families. Christmas is a very special time of the year, so it was a
real pleasure to see so many people safely enjoying a bit of festive cheer. I am very aware that
there are other Christmas events across North Northamptonshire and I hope that you get the
opportunity to enjoy at least one. I would like to thank all of those involved in making them such
a success as they do play an important role in our local communities.

Santa Claus has been to a town near you!

Speaking of festive cheer, this week we have launched the Christmas element of our Hi Street!
campaign where the identity of a mysterious character who has been seen around town centres in
the area making preparations for the festive season has been revealed.
Central to the campaign is a video which has been created with local businesses, showing the
enigmatic individual buying presents, seeing a show, having his beard trimmed, enjoying a coffee
break and visiting a Christmas market, all on our local high streets which are places he endorses
as a source of all things festive.
The video reveals the person as Santa Claus and aims to showcase everything our local high
streets have to offer, particularly at Christmas time, and to encourage residents to visit their town
centre and support independent businesses, whilst making their own festive arrangements.
If you haven’t already, please head over to the Hi Street Facebook page and give it a like to keep
up-to-date with the latest news and events happening on a high street near you.
Please share the video to show your support for our high streets and help us raise awareness of
the traditional, unique and innovative small businesses we have in North Northamptonshire!

COVID-19

You will have heard that there is a new variant of COVID-19, named Omicron, that has now
been identified in the UK. As such, the Government has implemented temporary, precautionary
measures in response to this, you can read more about this on the GOV.UK website.
From 30 November 2021, the following measures came into effect:
•

Face coverings to be made compulsory in shops and on public transport.

•

All international arrivals are to take a Day 2 PCR test and self-isolate until they receive a
negative test result.

•

All contacts of suspected Omicron cases must self-isolate, regardless of their vaccination
status. They will be contacted by NHS Test and Trace.

Travel restrictions have already been implemented to slow the spread of the variant and protect
our borders. From 4am on Sunday 28 November, South Africa, Botswana, Lesotho, Eswatini,
Zimbabwe, Namibia, Malawi, Mozambique, Zambia and Angola will be added to the UK’s travel
red list. Further information on international travel can be found on the GOV.UK website.
The Joint Committee on Vaccination and Immunisation (JCVI) has also confirmed that booster
jabs will be offered to 18-39 year olds in descending age order with priority given to the
vaccination of older adults and those in a COVID-19 at-risk group. In response to the changing
risk posed by the Omicron variant, the booster will now be given no sooner than 3 months after
the primary course. Individuals will be contacted by the NHS when it is time for them to book
their booster.
COVID-19 will be a feature of our lives for the foreseeable future, so we need to learn to live
with it and manage the risk to ourselves and others. More information on how to stay safe and
prevent the spread of the virus is on the GOV.UK website.
You can keep yourself and others safe by:
•

Isolating and getting a PCR test immediately if you have any COVID-19 symptoms.

•

Get vaccinated, including having the Covid-19 booster vaccine.

•

Wear a mask in crowded places, including public transport and shops.

•

Let fresh air in if you meet indoors. Meeting outdoors is safer.

•

Take regular rapid lateral flow tests.

•

Wash your hands regularly and cover coughs and sneezes.

COVID-19: What actions are North
Northamptonshire Council taking?

North Northamptonshire Council continued to request that staff wear face coverings whilst
moving through communal areas of buildings. In addition, remote working for many staff has
continued.
In response to the Omicron variant, the Council will be reintroducing guidance for visitors to its
facilities such as libraries, community centres, leisure facilities and customer service centres to
also wear face coverings, if they are able to do so.
Please continue to look out for each other and stay safe.

Millions to be made available to the most
vulnerable in North Northamptonshire
this winter
Millions of pounds will be made available to help
the most vulnerable this winter as the economy
of the North Northamptonshire area continues to
recover from the COVID-19 pandemic.
A total of £2.5million will be made available through
the Government’s Household Support Fund (HSF).
This support ranges from Holiday School Meal
Vouchers for the next two term holidays to a fuel
bank concept which supports the maintenance of
energy within the household over the winter period.
A fuel bank works like a food bank but offering
emergency energy top-ups instead of food parcels.
These will be available to residents on pre-payment meters who have disconnected from the
energy network (or are at imminent risk of disconnecting) and lack the means to keep the light or
heat on. Eligible residents will receive a same-day £40 emergency credit.
The process of identifying the individuals and families in need will be carried out through the
Citizens Advice Bureau and Job Centre Plus.
For more information please visit the Council’s Household Support Fund page.
The HSF is the third iteration of the COVID-19 Winter Grant Scheme that was originally launched
in November 2020. This latest fund will be available up to March 2022.
In line with previous iterations, there is a stipulation that a minimum of 50% of the fund must be
used to support families with children.

North Northamptonshire Council working to
‘level up’ communities
North Northamptonshire Council is holding community workshops and walk arounds in
communities within the area which have been considered ‘left behind’.
Earlier this year, the Council’s Scrutiny Commission highlighted Avondale (Windmill Ward) in
Kettering, Kingswood and Hazel Leys in Corby and Queensway in Wellingborough as areas of
North Northamptonshire which require attention.
A community-based walk around has already been held in Kettering, with ones in Corby and
Wellingborough to take place next. These walk arounds are followed by a workshop led by
community leaders and councillors to address the work that needs to be done to bring the
communities back to life.
Walk abouts and workshops will next take place on the following dates in the following
locations;
•

Kingswood and Hazel Leys in Corby – 4 December

•

Queensway in Wellingborough – 11 December

In order to comply with COVID-19 rules and regulations, walk abouts and workshops are a ticket
only event. You can apply for a ticket to attend, free of charge, using the following links:

Corby:
Kingswood & Hazel Leys - Area Tour Registration, Sat 4 Dec 2021 at 13:00 | Eventbrite
Kingswood & Hazel Leys - World Cafe Registration, Sat 4 Dec 2021 at 15:30 | Eventbrite
Alternatively, you can call 01536 464673 to book a space on either or both of these events.

Wellingborough:
Queensway - Area Tour Registration, Sat 11 Dec 2021 at 14:00 | Eventbrite
Queensway - World Café Registration, Sat 11 Dec 2021 at 16:00 | Eventbrite
Alternatively, you can call 07739 611132 to book a space on either or both of these events.
Safer communities for our residents is a priority for North Northamptonshire Council so I’m
pleased to be focusing on these areas and to be able to work with the community and give them
an opportunity for their voice to be heard.

Ground maintenance team gains green glory
North Northamptonshire Council has won an
International Green Apple Environment Award
in the national campaign to find the greenest
individuals, companies, councils and communities.
The Council competed against more than 800
other nominations in the Green Apple Award for
Environmental Best Practice with the project,
‘Pardon the Weeds, We are Feeding the Bees’.
Members of our Grounds Maintenance Team were
presented with their trophy and certificate at a
glittering presentation ceremony, hosted by Liz
Kendall MP and sponsored by whatimpact.com
and greenpixie.com at the Royal Horseguards Hotel, London (and all done safely too!)
As a result of this Green Apple Award success, our colleagues have been invited to have their
winning paper published in The Green Book, the leading international work of reference on
environmental best practice, so that others around the world can follow their example and learn
from their achievement.
They could also progress to represent the country in the Green World Awards 2022 and have 100
trees planted in their name as part of the United Nations Billion Trees initiative.
The Green Apple Awards began in 1994 and have become established as the country’s major
recognition for environmental endeavour among companies, councils, communities and
countries.
The awards are organised by The Green Organisation - an international, independent, nonpolitical, non-profit environment group dedicated to recognising, rewarding and promoting
environmental best practice around the world.
The Green Apple Awards are supported by the Environment Agency, the Chartered Institute
of Environmental Health, the Chartered Institution for Wastes Management, REHIS and other
independent bodies.

Over 1,000 trees to be planted as Network
Rail transforms former Northamptonshire
work compound into wildlife haven
Major progress has been made on a project to transform an engineering compound in Finedon
into a wildlife habitat as the first trees have been planted.
Network Rail and Amey began developing the area in April this year after vital electrification work
between Bedford and Corby completed. Landscaping work has taken place over the past few
months as part of an innovative project to manage protected species.
On Wednesday 1 December, teams returned, along with people in the community and our very
own Cllr Harriet Pentland, Executive Member for Climate and Green Environment, to plant
some of the trees in preparation for the new nature reserve. It is hoped they will attract birds,
butterflies and bees.
The site will also contain ponds which are the right habitat for great crested newts - as well as
grassland, wetland areas and open woodland.

Make a Difference Every Day (MADE)

MAKE A DIFFERENCE EVERYDAY
You know that feeling you get when you make a difference for someone? Well, you can get that
feeling every day… and be paid for it.
If you’re looking for a rewarding career that fits around your lifestyle and makes a difference for
your community - friends, family, neighbours, and those people you always bump into at your
local supermarket, then maybe your next step is to become a support worker.
So apart from feeling great and making a difference, what other benefits are there?
Flexible working arrangements - depending on the organisation you work for, shift patterns to
suit your lifestyle.
Career and skills development - access to a training programme allowing you to develop your
skills and career.
NHS and carers discount schemes - access to a wide range of discounts at national retailers.
So what about you? What qualities do you need?
•

Patient

•

Caring

•

Compassionate

•

Empathetic

•

Open

•

Approachable

•

Able to make genuine connections with others.

And don’t worry about qualifications or training.
If you’re the right person for the role, we’ll provide
those.
So, do you want to tell people you made a difference one day?
Check out our latest vacancies - There are a huge selection of roles to choose from with clear
opportunities to progress and a stable contract. It’s a career that you’ll tell your grandkids about
someday.
Find out more about North Northamptonshire Council’s Adult Social Care services.

Press releases
To help you stay abreast of the key things the Council has been doing, I have included some
links to the Council’s press releases below (starting with the most recent):

Public Health offers reassurance for Northamptonshire
residents – COVID-19 and Flu vaccines safe to be
administered together

Santa Claus is coming to . . . a
North Northants town near you!

Grounds maintenance team gains
green glory

Public Health officials advise residents to ‘Get your
booster jab before 11 December and make Christmas
safer for you and your loved ones.’

National recognition for hardworking council team

Millions to be made available to the most vulnerable
in North Northants this winter

Housing measures for poultry and captive birds to
come into force from 29 November

Public health urges people to stick
to self-isolation rules and stamp
out the spread

Strategy published for North Northants bus
improvements

Make A Difference Everyday
(MADE)

Review of town centre public
space protection order (PSPO)

Plans for the A509 Isham bypass given a boost

Social media: Top stories
To follow our social media account you can find us on Facebook North Northamptonshire
Council - Home | and on Twitter by following @NorthNorthantsC
Top Tweets and posts from 8-10 November:
Facebook: (measured by reach and post clicks)
•

Check out our latest vacancies - Latest Vacancies (Impressions 737, engagements 79)

•

School admission public consultation - School Admissions Consultation (impressions
620, engagements 11)

•

Get ready for Christmas in Kettering… Find out more at: Christmas in Kettering
(impressions 596, engagements 35)

Twitter: (measured by impressions and engagements)
•

Registrations Service System Support Assistant job advert - View Vacancy (reach
3,941, post clicks 293)

•

Check out our latest vacancies - View Job Vacancies (reach 2,835, post clicks 726)

•

School admission public consultation - School Admission Publication (reach 2,141,
post clicks 32)

Thank you!
Thank you for taking the time to read this newsletter. If you have ideas of items to include in
future updates please let me know at: executive@northnorthants.gov.uk

Contacting North
Northamptonshire Council

0300 126 3000
www.northnorthants.gov.uk

Follow me on Twitter

@SmithersJason

